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WHERE 


Let the rites of Spring begin! 
Photo by Four Eyes Visual Designs 


Location: Golden Acres Garden Sentres, Macleod Tr. $ 


Outlooks chats with Cliff Simpson of the 
recently opened 49 St. Cafe in Red Deer. 
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Why are these men smiling? 
OK’s under way... 


ENTERTAINMENT 
Hangin’ out in Hollywood 


by Benjamin Peters 

The hit British comedy The Full 
Monty won four Oscar nominations for 
promising something it never delivered: 
full frontal male nudity, a continued rarity 
in major Hollywood movies. 

Full frontal female nudity is so 
common that it seems second nature. Not 
so with the male of the species. 

Take, for instance, the new teen erotic 
thriller Wild Things. Almost every story 
that has been written about this movie 
mentions that Kevin Bacon lets it all hang 
out. And that he does... for about two 
seconds. 

If you really want to know how Bacon 
measures up, you'll have to wait for the 
video release so you can freeze-frame his 
exit from the shower. 

The same barrage of stories about 
Bacon’s full monty neglect to mention that 
his costar Denise Richards is naked in 
several scenes. Old news. Old hat. Been 


bored all in. Caliguia 
1979 
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there, seen that. Literally—Richards also 
stripped for the shower scene last year in 
Starship Troopers. 

Bacon insists the nude scene was not 
planned. It was a female editor who 
decided that of the eight takes of that scene, 
she’d use the one with the nude seconds. 

“If Pd known I was going to hang it all 

t,’ Bacon said, “I'd have called Mark 
Wahlberg and asked to borrow the diggler 
he used in Boogie Nights. Hell, ’'d have 
asked to borrow its little brother.” 

The same kind of brief encounter 
Bacon gives viewers is the norm in 
Hollywood. Back when he was just 
another struggling pretty boy actor, Tom 
Cruise gave a sneak peek in All The Right 
Moves. Don’t blink or you'll miss the 
move. 

Cruise admits that to get the great 
reaction shot from wife Nicole Kidman in 
Far And Away (when she lifts the chamber 
pot off his nether region) he was, in fact, 
nude. Cruise set up the moment with the 
film crew to make sure all cameras at that 
moment were on Nicole’s face and that 
there were no Instamatics on the set. 

John Travolta was scheduled to play 
the male prostitute in American Graffiti but 
when the director insisted on a brief nude 
scene, Travolta backed out and New York 
stage actor Richard Gere was recruited at 
the last moment. 

He’d dropped his drawers on stage so 
many times he'd lost count, so it was no big 
deal for him to do a brief nude scene for the 
cameras. 

Typical of reporters, it was the main 
topic of almost every interview Gere did 
for two years. 

“Male nudity should have kept pace 
with female nudity. If it had we wouldn’t 
be so uptight. But Hollywood is run by 
men who are intimidated by male genitals. 
It’s as simple as that,” explained Gere years 
ago. 

Some of these same producers are 
reputed to have private libraries of the male 
nude scenes they insisted be cut from those 
movies. 

Bruce Willis has tried three times to 
appear nude in a film but each time the 
studio has castrated the moment. 

“Demi is always talking with other 
actresses about how unfair the whole 
Hollywood system is. I thought if I did my 
little bit it might help bring about a change 
but Hollywood would have nothing to do 
with it. 

“My nude scenes have appeared in 
European versions of Color Of Night and 
12 Monkeys.” 

Willem Dafoe stripped down for the 
Madonna movie Body of Evidence but his 
scene was cut at the last moment. 

“Apparently Madonna felt it was too 


distracting. I don’t know whether I should 
take that as a compliment or an insult. 
Nudity doesn’t bother me. [I’m a stage 
actor. I appeared nude for a full act in an 
off-Broadway play once,” Dafoe told 
journalists. 

“Maybe Madonna feels I don’t have 
what it takes.” 

Mark Wahlberg refused to go the full 
monty for Boogie Nights. 

“The character in Boogie Nights is 
supposed to have an awesome endowment. 
Very few men could live up to that so of 
course I asked for a special effect penis.” 

Even though he was wearing a fake 
diggler, the former Marky Mark refused to 
have his face and the penis in the same 
shot. He is only photographed from the 
neck down. 

“Tt’s the same reason I won’t appear 
nude in a movie. I wouldn’t mind stripping 
for art’s sake, but in two seconds those 
movie shots would be reproduced for 
magazines and the Internet. I think that’s 
what makes actors so leery about doing 
nudity,” says Wahlberg. 

He’s probably right. 

Leonardo DiCaprio went total in Total 
Eclipse for female director Agnieszka 
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Holland, but the scene was cut from the 
American version. Still, that shot ison the 
Internet. 

Leo insists the photo has been touched 
up but he isn’t saying whether the 
computer artist added or sliced off a few 
inches. Leo says he was wearing a special 
flesh-colored “jock sock” that actors are 
given when they do nude scenes, as he did 
for Romeo & Juliet. 

Spanish hunk Antonio Banderas was 
going bare ass for director Pedro 
Almodovar for years before Antonio got 
his break in Hollywood. He’s an Internet 
favorite but, like Leo, Antonio insists that’s 
someone else’s penis in his pictures. 
Melanie Griffith has no comments. 
Madonna wishes she could comment, but 
Antonio scorned her sexual advances for 
all the world to see in the Madonna 
documentary Truth or Dare. 

And actors will continue to scorn 
audiences because there really is a double 
standard in Hollywood. 

That is, until more female directors, 
editors, producers and studio heads begin 
replacing the old guard. 
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by Roy Heale 


Spring is officially here, despite the 


fact that Old Man Winter is still gripping 
some of our parts. It’s time to dust off the 
winter cobwebs, lose those extra pounds 
gained during the hibernation season and 
prepare for outdoor fun and feverish 
activities. The trees are budding, tulips and 
daffodils are rising from the ground and 
romance is in the air. Shorts and T-shirts 
can’t be far behind! 

A sure sign of spring is evidenced in 
some traditional community events and 
new beginnings. On the traditional side, be 
sure to attend the Expressions Gala Art 
Show & Auction on April 4th at The 
Metropolitan Centre from 8 pm - | am. 
Proceeds go to the GLCSA and last year’s 
event raised a whopping $14,000 in revenue 
with 400 people in attendance. Keeping up 
with traditions, Apollo’s Western Cup ‘98 
runs from April 9-12 with spectator sports 
and fun social events in which everyone can 
be a good sport. For a new beginning don’t 
miss the Calgary opening of Edmonton’s 
well-known Rebar. After months of 
renovation the Grand Opening takes place 
in April and watch for the first Gay Night to 
be sponsored by Outlooks. 


spring into action 


With the opening of every new gay 
business we grow stronger as a community 
so let’s all show up and support Rebar’s 
Grand Opening Gay Night. Also, don’t 
miss a fresh new spring look at the recently 
renovated Grabbajabba at 1610 10th Street 
SW. The inside looks trendy and the patio’s 
always a great meeting place on the warmer 
spring days. In Edmonton there’s also a 
new beginning with the addition of a new 
night club, The Marg, at 10018 105th 
Street. Be sure to visit and meet the 
friendly owners, a group of local DJs, 
who ve banded together to provide a cozy 
atmosphere, with music for everyone. All 
through the province Spring Fever is 
creeping up on us. 


CALL TO ACTION 
However, the time of year 
notwithstanding, there’s an important 


political issue looming on the horizon. 
While the highest court in the land focuses 
on a decision for Alberta’s Delwin Vriend 
and homosexual discrimination, at home 
here in this province there’s a movement 
afoot to convince Premier Klein and his 
Progressive Conservative government to 
invoke the “notwithstanding clause”. (See 
story page 10.) Simply put, this means our 
government can totally ignore the wisdom 
of the Supreme Court and do their own 
thing. The government is receiving letters 
imploring them to override a decision 
which would protect our rights, enjoyed by 
gay residents of almost every other 
province in this country. 

In a recent quote in the Calgary Herald, 
Premier Klein said, “Quite clearly when 
these issues come up, a lot of this is spurred 
on by various religious organizations. | 
don’t know if that represents a majority of 
Albertans.” So before you celebrate the 
rights of Spring, take a moment to voice 
your opinion—let’s be heard in the same 
way as these other special-interest lobby 
groups! Phone your MLA (their numbers 
are in the blue pages of the phone book) or 
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fax the premier’s office at 297-4276 in 
Southern Alberta or 427-1349 in Northern 
Alberta, or write to the Premier at 
Legislature Building, Edmonton, Alberta, 
T5K 2B7. Remember a long distance call 
to the legislature is free by calling the 
Alberta government RITE number at 310- 
0000. This issue is too important to sit back 
on the sidelines sipping your cocktail and 
complaining about the outcome! 


VICTORY IN EDMONTON 

The recent opening of the Down Under 
bathhouse in Edmonton caused quite a stir. 
Despite efforts by councillor Allan Bolstad 
to keep the issue alive and continue his 
crusade to close the bathhouse (which 
would be the second time in Edmonton’s 
history for such a closure) the clearer heads 
on city council prevailed. Council 
questioned his motives to refer a report on 
Down Under to a committee for discussion. 
This leaves Bolstad waging a war on his 
own and, according to the Edmonton Sun, 
he intends to continue needling the City’s 
legal department and police force for ways 
the city can intervene and possibly close 
down the spa. This despite the fact that the 
majority of councillors have done their 
homework and discovered there is nothing 
the city can do to force closure. Be sure to 
visit Down Under at 12224 Jasper Avenue 
and show your support for their brave new 
gay venture in a hostile climate. 

So as Spring Fever makes every day 
feel like a full moon, enjoy the feelings, 
envelop the good times, and look forward to 
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the longer days, but don’t forget our future 
rests on involvement and political activism. 
It only takes a few moments for us all to be 
heard. Remember to water the garden and 
don’t depend on Mother Nature’s spring 
showers to bring gay flowers! 
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Cafe society, prairie style 


by Outlooks staff 

Cliff Simpson is a long-time resident 
of Red Deer and last summer he ventured 
into his own new business. The 49th 
Street Cafe is a charming oasis in the heart 
of downtown Red Deer well worth a visit 
when you're in the neighborhood. 
Recently Outlooks visited Cliff at his cafe 
and learned more about why he started the 
cafe, his experiences and future plans. 

Outlooks: Do you mind telling the 
story about your experience of the past 
nine years, and especially, if you’re 
comfortable, the story about your lawsuit 
for wrongful dismissal? 

Simpson: I took on the position as 
manager of the Elks Club and worked 
there for about fourteen months and it 
became a very tense situation in that the 
chairman had asked for my resignation, 
and I subsequently found out that it was 
related to my being gay, the past chairman 
had talked to me about my lifestyle and 
how it was becoming obvious to some 
members of the club that I wasn’t 
behaving in a “proper, adult, professional 
way by being seen in certain places, 
those sorts of things. I subsequently hired 
a lawyer, and decided that we were going 
to challenge the dismissal and sue them, 
and they ended up settling out of court for 
a substantial amount of money. So. that 
was my first real experience with the 
rednecks in Red Deer, I felt quite angry, 
and still do to this day. 

Outlooks: Why Red Deer, for you? 

Simpson: Well, having come from 
Ontario, I decided to travel for about six 
months across Canada, living out of a van, 
to see the country. I ended up in Kelowna, 
after having gone to Vancouver, and I 
decided that there was no good catering 
service in Kelowna at the time, so I 
opened a catering service and called it 
Affair Of The Heart Private Home 
Catering Service. And did that for almost 
three years, until the recession just 
knocked the heck out of everything. 
Fortunately, I had a friend here in Red 
Deer, who worked for the government and 
indicated that he could use my services if 
I came here, I would have a job, and so I 
came to Red Deer. It’s got everything 
you'd possibly need; I think now, 
especially, the fact that we have a gay bar 
here in Red Deer makes it a lot more 
comfortable. 

Outlooks: Have you noticed a 
dramatic increase of acceptance of gay 
people and gay lifestyles in Red Deer 
since you’ ve lived here? 

Simpson: I would say so. I’ve been 
here fifteen years now, and I think that the 
museum grant was a very positive thing in 
that many straight people in the 
community stood up and defended that 
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decision and talked about gay issues in an 
intelligent way, which was very 
encouraging for gay people to listen to. 
The fact that there are more gay 
businesspeople in Red Deer now than 
there have ever been and the fact, I think, 
that as time goes by, you have more and 
more people traveling here now than you 
had ten, fifteen, twenty years ago so 
you're getting a much greater influence 
from city people. You’re up here, for 
instance; people come down from 
Edmonton, and those people intertwine 
with this community and allow it greater 
exposure in terms of gay communities. 
And all those little pieces help to build up 
a bigger puzzle, a puzzle of support, and I 
certainly feel more confident today, even 
though I think that ultimately Red Deer is 
still on the redneck side. 

Outlooks: What would you say is the 
most positive aspect of owning your cafe? 

Simpson: I think the most positive 
thing is the entrepreneurial spirit, which 
gives you the opportunity to do some very, 
very unique things. Talking about unique: 
I have researched for three and a half 
years a product that I wanted to sell. And 
the only venue that I could do that through 
is through a food establishment. And I am 
proud to say, gentlemen, that you are 
sitting in the only cafe in North America, 
and probably the world, that serves Kraft 
Dinner. 

Outlooks: I saw that on the menu! I 
love Kraft Dinner. That’s what I lived on 
in university. 

Simpson: And I was going to open up 
Cliff’s Kraft Dinner Diner. I would 
upscale the interior fifty percent, upscale 
hors d’oeuvres, high-end wines and 
cocktails, and do a facade of the Kraft 
Dinner box on the front, and make it a real 
fun place. I wrote Kraft and asked their 
permission, and they said no, they 
wouldn’t allow me to use their name. But 
I believe that they cannot stop me from 
advertising in here, they can’t stop me 
from showing their product or writing it 
on the board and I have a number of 
marketing ideas that are going to get me 
more and more attention. I ultimately 
hope to be on the Jay Leno or David 
Letterman show, doing a Kraft Dinner 
spot. 

So it’s allowed me to do that, and I’ve 
had fun with it, and far better to succeed in 
failure—to have fun—than to be 
successful in something you don’t like to 
do or don’t want to do. And so being an 
entrepreneur allows you that opportunity, 
and you become your own boss and you 
get to practice what you preach in terms of 
ethics, morals, business acumen, product 
development, service, all sorts of things. 
You're creating something that is a part of 


you. Much like the 
decorating here—it’s 
very unique, it’s very 
different, probably the 
only cafe that has an 
autograph of Roy 
Rogers—an _ original! 
Signed in 1952. This 
whole wall is going to be 
all photographs like that. 
So, having your own 
business allows you an 


opportunity to show 
your own mettle, and to 
find out just how [ 
successful you can be. 
Outlooks: What 
advice would you give to 
someone of 


entrepreneurial spirit | 
who would like to start 
their own cafe? 

Simpson: I think I 
would suggest that Fee 
number one, they have to & 
do some market § 
research. They’ve got to F 
know their product. 
They have to do some 
self-assessment in terms 
of “am I a_ people 
person?” 

I think the other 
thing is always double 
the money. The expenses turned out to be 
twice what I thought they were going to 
be—and halve your revenue. I think little 
things like the character of the business or 
the personality of the business slowly 
unfold as the person develops experience 
and acumen and those things will take 
care of themselves. 

Outlooks: Does it follow then, that 
when you are an entrepreneur, your 
personal life doesn’t exist—it’s all about 
the business? 

Simpson: I think primarily that most 
people that start out a business say that. 
That has to be the priority. You make or 
break it, and if you’re not here to make it, 
somebody else will be here to break it. 

Outlooks: If you were the mayor of 
Red Deer, what would you change? 

Simpson: We'd have Gay 
Proclamation Day, and Gay Pride. In fact, 
I’m actually thinking of running for City 
Council. I don’t think I could effect much 
change as an individual now, other than 
taking advantages of opportunities to 
educate. The political windmill drives 
itsel{—regardless of what an individual 
espouses, you still have to click and get 
along with your teammates in the political 
arena. And Red Deer is not going to be a 
flaming triangle if Svend Robinson came 
here and was the mayor. It’s the people 


that make a city or a town. 

Outlooks: How supportive has the 
gay community been of your cafe? 

Simpson: I have been extremely 
pleased with the support that I have 
received. From day one until today, there 
has only been one day that ’'m aware of 
that I have not had a gay person in the 
cafe. At times as many as ten, eleven, 
twelve at a time. Without them, I’m not 
sure I would even be open today. So I 
have a lot of thanks to give to them, a lot 
of appreciation, and need to continue to 
provide them with the finest of service 
and the best of quality that I can offer. 
You don’t have the support of gay people 
just because you’re gay. I believe they 
come here because the service is good, the 
atmosphere is great, the product meets 
their needs and they feel that they’re 
accepted here by the owner. I’ve had very 
good support from the gay community. 
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It has been said that good comedy is 
born of misery. And We’re Funny That 
Way is a wonderful showcase of 
comedic gay experiences and 
viewpoints in all of their funny, fabulous 
glory. 

Filmed at the ‘97 Gay and Lesbian 
Comedy Festival in Toronto, this 
documentary features some of homo- 
humour’s brightest stars, on and off the 
stage. Although some of these 
performers have proven their crossover 
ability, this is a forum in which they 
may all truly shine, unfettered, 
unabashed, and unashamed of their 
lifestyles and identities. 

Standout stand-ups on the roster 
include Kate Clinton, Lea Delaria, 
Alberta’s own Christopher Peterson and 
the fabulous (if underestimated, 


underappreciated, and underexposed) 
Jaffe Cohen. 

Funny and touching, full of honesty 
and laughter, this is a comedy event not 
to be missed. 
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Acceptance: the demise of gay culture? 


by Deb Bridge 

It’s been over 40 years since I met the 
first gay people in my life. Mel and Earl 
were the undertaker and the hairdresser, 
respectively, in the small town I grew up 
in, and they were good friends of my 
parents since before I was born. Although 
I didn’t realize, as a little girl in the 50’s, 
that my favorite uncles were gay, I’m sure 
my mom and dad and most others in town 
did; they lived together, socialized 
together, vacationed together. As far as I 
know, Mel and Earl were never harassed, 
and were generally accepted as a couple. 
That’s pretty amazing, given the things 
we hear nowadays about homophobia. 

We tend to think gay bashing and 
intolerance are more prevalent in rural 
areas, but just last month, a gay man was 
beaten to death in that North American 
gay mecca, San Francisco. Once upon a 
time in gay history, those born in small 
towns moved to large cities where they 
could immerse themselves in ‘gayness,’ 
but Michelangelo Signorile’s latest book 
includes a chapter called “The 
Deurbanization of Homosexuality,’ in 
which he interviews many gays who live 
openly and happily in smaller cities and 
towns by choice. 

Mind you, Mel, Earl and those 
modern gays who are happy in the 
hinterlands sound pretty conservative. 
They’re not lobbying town council to 
approve Gay Pride Week, they’re not 
embarrassing the neighbours by hosting 
“faggoty dressup __ parties,” and 
they’re...well, they're really quite 
‘normal. These conservative gayfolk 
have made more silent progress in being 
accepted in a straight world than perhaps 
we give them credit for. They’re not 
closeted, but they’re not “in your face,” 
either...and a lot of people find them 
easier to accept as a result. 

At the other end of the spectrum are 
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the more... umm... radical gays. They 
tend to live in urban areas, often in the 
inner city or “gay ghettos.” Some are 
lesbians who go topless in big-city Pride 
parades; others are guys who bare their 
butts (and more!) on the same occasions. 
They patronize gay restaurants, bars, and 
other businesses regularly and for many, 
being gay is central to almost everything 
they do. They’re the drag queens and 
leather folk who raise money for charity 
year after year, and they’ve been 
described as the ones who are really “in 
the trenches” of gay culture. These 
radical gays are the ones most pictured in 
the media, the ones the Religious Right 
rails against, the ones middle-class 
straight folks find most unacceptable. 
Now, I realize 'm generalizing a lot 
here; I know there are conservative gays 
who loosen up every now and then, 
radical gays who wear three-piece suits 
and live in the ‘burbs,’ and all kinds of 


others in between whom I haven't 
characterized at all. 
Let’s face it—we’re a diverse 


community, and when we try to represent 
ourselves as a single, homogeneous entity 
we often fail, because we’re not 
homogeneous, and probably never will be 
(although some would argue otherwise). 
In fact Daniel Harris, author of the 
controversial book The Rise and Fall of 
Gay Culture, says acceptance of gay 
culture is occurring through assimilation, 
and will ultimately lead to its demise. 
Harris asserts that “The end of oppression 
necessitates the end of the gay sensibility. 
When gay men no longer feel degraded 
and insecure and therefore driven to 
prove their worth to the heterosexual 
mainstream, they will cease using their 
culture as a means of achieving social 
prestige and, as a consequence, will stop 
flocking to art schools, the stage, the 
concert hall, or the opera house, 
becoming much more conventional in 
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their aspirations and gravitating to less 
creative jobs in the business sector.” 

I have a problem with these 
statements. First, Harris defines the gay 
sensibility “strictly as a political response 
to oppression,” and argues gay culture 
grew out of that sensibility. Gay culture 
is, however, much more than just a 
political response to oppression, so I 
don’t think its survival is solely 
dependent on the continuation of 
oppression. Second, Harris’s assertion 
that gay men are “driven to prove their 
worth to the heterosexual mainstream” by 
pursuing careers in the arts because they 
“feel degraded and insecure” is posited on 
an extremely negative and questionable 
premise, which overlooks the reality that 
gay men, like most other people, usually 
choose their careers—including the “less 
creative” ones—based on their talents and 
interests. 

Finally, and most importantly, I have 
a problem with Harris’s assumption that 
assimilation is a natural outcome of 
acceptance. Whenever a dominant culture 
or majority attempts to assimilate a 
minority culture, it isn’t because the 
majority accepts the minority, it’s 


because the majority wants to eradicate 
the things that make the other different. 
While there are those, both within and 
outside the community, who wish we 
would “tone it down” and put our 
sequined dresses and leather chaps back 
in the closet, the fact remains that the 
main thing which makes gays different 
simply cannot be eradicated, because it’s 
congenital. 

The majority of reasonable people in 
the civilized world are becoming 
increasingly aware of this, despite what 
the heterosexists and homophobes say. 
The widespread acceptance of gay culture 
will certainly be accompanied by its 
transformation, but not its death. Are we 
ready? 

Deb Bridge is a teacher, writer, wife, 
mother, and gay rights advocate. She is 
the president and online liaison of 
PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays) Calgary. You can 


contact her by e-mail at: 
pflag@canuck.com (Internet access 
courtesy of Canada Connect 
Corporation). 
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skyscrapers and snow queens 


by Alex Alexander 

Listen. What’s that noise? ‘Swish, 
swish, swish.’ Local drag queens sashaying 
down the street, perchance? Hardly! It’s the 
sound of Spring skiing on Vancouver’s local 
mountains. Fix yourself a little apres-ski 


drinky-poo and get ready for a short tour of 


the local ski scene. 

Looking east to west from city to 
surrounding mountains, the local ski hills are 
Seymour, Grouse, and Cypress. Depending 
on the weather, all boast spring skiing through 
the end of April and all three mountains offer 
ski schools, rentals, and reasonable prices. 
They ain’t Banff or Whistler, but what do you 
expect for an average travel time of 20 
minutes from skyscraper to ski slope? 


Seymour and Grouse each offer upwards 
of twenty runs with varying degrees of 
difficulty. Delicate snow princesses will 
appreciate the many beginner runs, while the 
‘Straight-Acting/Straight-Looking Seeks 
Same’ types will appreciate the intermediate 
and expert options. 

Grouse Mountain deserves special 
mention due to its exhilarating transportation 
system. The only way to Grouse’s ski slopes 
at the summit is by North America’s largest 
and longest aerial tramway. Breathtaking 
views of the land, sea, and city are your 
reward. 

Personally, my favourite mount (well, 
that would be Brad Pitt, but I’m here to talk 
about skiing, darling) is Cypress Bowl. It’s an 
easy drive from downtown Vancouver to 
twenty-three different runs of varying 
difficulty on two main mountain slopes. 

Affectionately called “Cypress Beach’ by 
the locals, many people ski and snowboard in 
nothing more than shorts and a t-shirt during 
the balmy, cloudless days of April. If you’re 
lucky enough to travel up there on a 
particularly sunny day, the heat reflected off 
the snow will cause many a Nordic mountain 
man to doff his shirt. Though this brazen 
challenge to the elements deserves nothing 
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less than rapt attention, searching out these 
wanton displays of manhood as you ski down 
the slopes can be hazardous to one’s health. 
Pesky little stands of trees and chair-lift 


towers can pop up at the most inopportune of 


moments whilst 
engaged. 

Safer voyeurism can be had instead all 
along the mountain sides. UV- ray junkies 
doggedly dig tanning beds out of the snow, 
hence the ‘Cypress Beach’ moniker. For 
maximum wattage, cardboard boxes are 
covered with aluminum and angled for 
amplified sun reflection. 
voyeurism, (and I do so love to speak of it) 
cute snowboarders in unfortunately shapeless 
and oversized outfits choose Cypress over the 
other local ski hills. Though you may not spot 
my newest Olympic hero, all-Canadian boy 
Ross Rebagliati, look-alike wannabees 
abound. An easy-going bunch, ‘unavoidable’ 
falls wherein one inadvertently straddles a 
snowboarder, or accidentally drops a gloved 
hand into a crotch, are good naturedly 
accepted with a dazzling if slightly perplexed 
smile and a “Whoa, man’. At least, that was 
my repeated experience... 

If ‘copping a feel’—however well 
orchestrated—is not your usual modus 


your attention is otherwise 
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operandi and you yearn to catch the attention 
of one of these snow burned “boarders, you’ ve 
gotta learn the lingo. Lose those lisps and 
deepen those voices, ladies. Draw out those 
vowels as you yell out phrases like, “Yo, 
dude,” “Serious air, man’, “Carve it, buddy, 
carve it”, and the sexually provocative, “Ride 
the snow puppy!” Stroke an ego or two with 
appreciative “oohs” and “ahs”, and who 
knows what else may be made available to 
stroke! 

The staff at Cypress are friendly, and 
easygoing. They'll hardly bat a snow- 
bleached eyelash at pairs of impeccably 
groomed men leaning precariously close to 
one another on the chair lifts. A reminder, 
though: the staff are fastidious about 
checking the validity of lift tickets. Last year, 
Ski magazine rated Cypress as the number one 
hill in North America to ski for free. I guess 
last year’s staff were as concerned about 
legality as most gay bars are about checking 
I.D. 

Although we know how much the gay 
community loves its snow (toot toot), at least 
in Vancouver there’s a springtime sport 
dedicated to the kind of snow that falls from 
the sky. 
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Hi Outlooks! 

A friend of mine from Canada sent me a copy of 
your paper in Trinidad, and I would like to tell you it is 
a wonderful addition to my gay collection. 

Here in Trinidad, and I know in the Caribbean 
these things are rare and indeed something to treasure 
when you are given one. I would like to thank you for 
at least starting to give homosexuality some more 
dimension. A lot of the negativity comes from the fact 
that many think gayness is only a sexual experience. 
Indeed a lot of homosexuals operate on that thinking 
and end up frustrated, (note I did not say unhappy). 
There is so much more to this lifestyle than penetration, 
and I would like to experience it. You out there should 
count your blessings as the measure of freedom given 
to you is extensive; we here don’t enjoy that. If you are 
known then you face lynching and persecution; if not— 
well, a lot of us know about living the double life. 

I enjoyed your articles on looking for the right 
man. I want to thank you and I hope my pen pal (who 
is a straight female) sends me the Valentines issue; I 
would love to see it. 

Again, keep up the great work! 

“Gaycarl” 
Trinidad, West Indies 


Dear Editor, 

What a joy it was to read your interview with Rev. 
Bev Baptiste. I knew Bev and her partner when they 
were attending MCC Calgary in the early 80s, before 
they left to start a church in Winnipeg. I was surprised 
to see that she was in Edmonton. 
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We had a thriving church in Calgary in those days; 
it was started by Rev. Lloyd Greeway and his partner 
Norm, who I believe still live in Calgary. 

I really look forward to your paper each month. 

C. Thompson 
Medicine Hat, Alta. 


My dear Doug & Roy, 

Congratulations on your first year birthday! Well 
done. Everything I said, or rather, wrote you, Roy, 
when I first subscribed, has stood up in every issue. 
Outlooks is a most intelligent paper that can be read by 
all. I give it to a straight couple whom I love and their 
kids call me “Uncle Lorne.” They enjoy it too. 

In your March issue, David Freeman’s article on 
home insurance is most timely. Younger gay men have 
this idea of being invincible in every aspect, little 
realizing disaster can strike anyone. Spoken from the 
lofty heights of 70! 

I enjoy your interviews with non-gay civic leaders. 
You can’t fight ‘em until you know them. I must say, 
however, I think your mayor is only afraid of not being 
re-elected. 

And who doesn’t love our Svend? 

Enough said. Thanks for publishing Cindy’s 
interview. 

Darren MclInnes’s article on love was most 
amusing, even from my celibate state. 

I wish Fred Dicker of Edmonton had been around 
to talk to our high school in the early 40’s in Kimberly, 
B.C. A mining town was not the place you knew 
anything about homosexuality. When Ron and I fell in 
love in 1950, we thought we were the only two men in 
the world in that state—didn’t even know we were 
homosexuals! 

“Following the Dream” was not tooting your own 
horn, it was greatly interesting. 
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Dear Outlooks: 


I wish to commend the entire staff of Outlooks Magazine on your first successful year in 
circulation. 


It was indeed an honour for me to have been a guest columnist in the inaugural edition of 
Outlooks. I was very impressed by the tremendous spirit and anticipation which surrounded the 
Jaunch of the publication, and have since enjoyed the insightfulness and sincerity which has 
characterized subsequent issues. Outlooks has clearly developed a niche in the local market, 
and, based on the many strengths of its first year, will likely only improve as Calgary's leading 
gay and lesbian monthly publication, 


Again, congratulations on your first year in print, and best wishes for continued success. 


Yours truly, 


Pe) (p> 


fAdjv 
Gary bast QC,MLA 
Calgary Buffalo Constituency 
Alberta Liberal Human Rights Critic 


ODI 


LEGISLATURE OFFICE CONSTITUENCY OFRCE 
130,117 NUE SW 
CALGARY, ALBERTA T2R 1K9 
TELEPHONE. (403) 541-9116 
FAX (403)54)-9108 
E-MAIL cuigury_buai@assombly.ab co 


I could go on and on but will only say it’s the 
greatest gay newspaper I’ve ever read. Please keep up 
your excellent work. 

Warmest regards, 
L. Glennie, 
Victoria, BC 


Delwin Vriend decision exoected soon 


On November 4, 1997, the Supreme 
Court of Canada heard arguments on the 
landmark appeal of Delwin Vriend. 

Vriend was fired from his teaching job 


Alberta 


A decision 
likely result in the court ordering the 
government to 


in Vriend’s favour will 


include sexual 


It is critically important that if a 
decision in favour of Mr. Vriend is 
rendered, readers of Outlooks ensure that 


and 
subsequently complained to the Alberta 
Human Rights Commission, claiming he had 
been discriminated against. The Commission 
would not take his case because sexual 
orientation was not a ground of discrimination 
under the Individual Rights Protection Act. 
Vriend then sued the provincial government 
for having violated his rights under the 
Charter of Rights, by its failure to include 
sexual orientation as a prohibited ground for 
discrimination. 

The Supreme Court decision is expected 
any day now. Given that many of the 
presiding judges seemed critical of the 
government position during the court hearing, 
Vriend’s lawyers are cautiously optimistic that 
the judgment will go in his favour. 


because of his sexual orientation 
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EDMONTON HIGHLANDS 
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orientation in its human rights legislation. 
Alberta would then fall in line with the 
Charter of Rights, the federal government, 
and all other provinces, and include sexual 
orientation as a prohibited ground for 
discrimination. The last provincial 
holdouts, Newfoundland and _ Prince 
Edward Island, have recently taken steps to 
amend their human rights acts. 

Although one would think a victory in 
the Supreme Court would finally end the 
matter, it is important to note that forces 
opposed to including sexual orientation as a 
ground of discrimination will no doubt 
lobby the government to use what is called 
the “notwithstanding” clause of the Charter 
of Rights. The notwithstanding clause has 
been used before by the Quebec 
government in relation to language rights. 
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Recently, the Alberta government seemed 
intent on using this clause to limit the rights 
of persons who had been sterilized in 
government institutions to sue. What the 
government could do is pass legislation 
which prevents the Charter of Rights from 
applying to the Alberta Human Rights, 
Citizenship, and Multiculturalism Act, 
therefore getting around a Supreme Court 
of Canada decision ordering the 
government to include sexual orientation. 
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their voices are heard by their government 
on this critical issue. Contact your MLA by 
letter and phone, telling him or her that you 
support the Court decision and oppose any 
move by the government to thwart that 
decision by using the notwithstanding 
clause of the Charter. Make sure a copy of 
your letter is sent to Premier Klein. Make 
sure your parents, relatives and friends do 
likewise. 

Delwin Vriend took a courageous step 
in taking on the government. If the 
Supreme Court of Canada rules in his 
favour, let us not see his victory vanish by 
our failure to take a few minutes out of our 
time to support the cause. 

—Gary Courtney, on behalf of The 

Delwin Vriend Legal Defense Fund 
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by Norm Sacuta, Edmonton 

The Alberta government’s about face 
this past month on the proposed legislation 
to limit its liability over the forced 
sterilization of patients in government 
mental institutions from 1925 to 1974 has 
to be viewed by the province’s gay and 
lesbian community with a certain amount 
of relief and suspicion. 

The purpose of the proposed 
legislation—called the Institutional 
Confinement and Sexual Sterilization 
Compensation Act—was to place a limit on 
the amount of money that over 700 
individuals could claim in damages against 
the government, and would have removed 
their right to sue for punitive damages or 
claim court costs. The Act would have 
been the first in Alberta to enact the 
notwithstanding clause of the Constitution. 
(The clause itself was included in the 1982 
Constitution as a replacement to the former 
War Measures Act, which allowed for the 
suspension of civil liberties in times of 
national crisis.) 

Obviously, the notwithstanding clause 
was never intended for the uses to which is 
has been put so far. The Quebec 
government used it to override a Supreme 
Court decision against its language law in 
the early 1990s, and the Saskatchewan 
government used it to legislate highway 
workers back to work a few years later. 
But it is the callousness of the Alberta 
government’s proposed use of the clause 
(directed against a group of people who 
had little political power or money) and the 


extent to which the legislation contradicted _ 


the ideological, “free-enterprise” drive of 
the Conservative party itself, which left 
many people concerned. 

In the Edmonton and Calgary gay 
communities, the proposed legislation and 
the government’s turnaround have led 
some to wonder aloud if this wasn’t a 
dress-rehearsal—perhaps even a test-run— 
of public opinion for a similar opting out 
should the Vriend Supreme Court case 
come down in favour of reading gay rights 
into the Alberta’s Human Rights Code. It 
might be worth comparing the ideology 
and mechanisms at work behind the 
proposed Institutional Confinement and 
Sexual Sterilization Compensation Act and 
see if they could possibly point to a similar 
suspension of rights for gays and lesbians. 

To begin with, there are profound 
differences between the two cases, and in 
the public response to the two 
“identifiable” groups (gays/lesbians, on the 
one hand, and mentally handicapped 
patients on the other). 

There are few who would argue 
against the more concrete (and horrendous) 
abuse that mental patients suffered at the 
hands of government doctors, bureaucrats, 


Clause and effect 


and officials. This does not in any way 
suggest that individual gays and lesbians 
have not suffered discrimination and (at 
times) violence in the past, but the 
institutionalized forces: that were brought 
to bear on a group of people who otherwise 
had no voice to protest certainly makes the 
further infringement of their rights easily 
identifiable for the public. 

I personally have to wonder how many 
of those individuals were institutionalized 
in mental facilities and sterilized during the 
Socred years precisely because they were 
seen as sexual deviants—gays and 
lesbians. 

Secondly (and this is crucial to 
understanding whether or not the 
government was—or is—contemplating 
any similar “opting out” for gays and 
lesbians) the proposed Sterilization Act 
was primarily focused on, and influenced 
by, the Tories’ ideology of fiscal restraint 
over the last three years. The chief 
motivating factor in this legislation was the 
loss of up to 750 million dollars in lawsuits 
to the victims of forced sterilization. The 
notwithstanding clause was being invoked 
to save money, and it was the inability of 
the Klein government to see past this 
motive that got them into trouble. 

These two factors—the ability of the 
public to pinpoint and identify with mental 
patients as a group against which wrongs 
have been perpetrated, and the perceived 
financial motives of the government— 
succeeded in creating a public response. 
Are these two factors in place with regards 
to the suspension of gay rights? 

On both accounts, one would have to 
say no—or at very least, it is unlikely that 
the perceived “idea” of gays as a group 
(particularly in Alberta) is at all positive. 
A large number of gays and lesbians in the 
province are, themselves, openly hostile to 
the notion of being public about their 
identities; this only succeeds in creating’an 
image for the group narrow in scope, and 
an easy target for religious or social claims 
against it. If, on a wide scale, there is no 
real public support for a group that is hazily 
defined, an assault against it is unlikely to 
draw a significant reaction. 

However—and this is where queers 
may be spared the notwithstanding 
clause—there is little reason to believe that 
there will be a landslide of complaints to 
the Human Rights Commission, or a bevy 
of lawsuits, should the Vriend case be 
successful. As I’ve already stated, a large 
number of queers in this province are not 
particularly interested in being public 
about their sexuality, so even if they have 
recourse with the Human _ Rights 
Commission, it is unlikely they will be 
willing to file a complaint against a 
landlord or employer if it means making 


their identities public. What the 
government was unable to do with mental 
patients—silence them and _ their 
complaints—has already effectively been 
done by a culture of hostility in Alberta. 

So what can we, as gays and lesbians, 
expect from a government that has tried 
unsuccessfully to rally public opinion 
around the suspension of civil rights? 
What I think is a far more likely scenario, 
should Vriend’s case fall in our favour, is 
that the Alberta government will quietly 
disband the Human Rights Commission. 
Since the Sterilization Act has proved the 
Tories are driven by a market-oriented, 
monetary definition of human rights, the 
onus will be increasingly placed upon 
individuals who have money to take 
institutions and individuals to court. The 
tribunal won’t be there to do it. And 
without a human rights tribunal the 
government will effectively eliminate 
complaints without invoking any 
suspension of liberties whatsoever. We'll 
have our rights—but only if we’re rich 
enough to pay for them. 

The irony in all this may be that the 
very members of our community who can 
afford to defend those rights in the future 


may well be those who are the most 
closeted and unwilling to do so. 

And that, in a worst case scenario, may 
be the bleak future of gay civil liberties in 
Alberta. 
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by Charlene Lichtenstein 

Try not to act foolishly this April when 
retrograde Mercury in aggressive Aries can 
make even the most sophisticated of us drool 
Farina on our tux. (That is Farina, isn’t it?) 
Mercury careens through the cosmos, impacting 
other planets and disrupting carefully ordered 
lives with miscommunication. But take heart 
cousin: what gets muddled in early April turns 
around after the 20th with the help of Mars. All 
is not lost! 

ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

What adventures await you this April? Gay 
Rams are advised to stick to the tried and true 
while retro Mer ages through the 
zodiac and disru aid plans. Social 
snafus can hog-tie and brand you through the 
20th. Of course some Jesser folks like that sort 
of thing, but not domineering Ram-bos. You 
must wield the lasso or there is no rodeo. Wait 
until the 20th, cowpoke. 

TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

Monsters in your closet call the shots in 
early April because of retro Mercury. This 
means that your imagination conjures scenarios 
that may never co co be or are over- 
dramatized to say the,least. This is no time to 
cringe in your Closet; put your best foot forward 
and step Out. It becomes clearer after the 20th 
that the timing was just fine. 

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Even gregarious gay Twins may suddenly 
question their abilit schmooze during 
April’s Mercury retrograde. At least until the 
20th, carefully exami | e@ way in which you 
treat pals lest there be misunderstandings of 


= 


Here, 
Ii Pescatore(the 
fisherman) is for those 


O 


who know the difference. Embark 


intent. Later in the month, the conversational 
cloud clears and you easily become the spark of 
the social circuit once again. 

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

It’s a rocky road to corporate Olympus as 
retro Mercury tosses a few detours along the 
way. Proud Crabs deserve a chance at stardom 
but give yourself gO pine time. After the 
20th you'll be in frame of mind to 
finalize plans f d’etat. By then 
however, will the spark still be there to do the 
deed? Feisty Mars channels desires to more 
social outlets. 

LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

Itchy paws are scratched with a fabulous 
vacation this April but it may require extra 
planning. Gay Lions feel the impact of retro 
Mercury when gues reservations in Key 
West are switche Holiday Inn’s Friars 
convention in Omaha. It just ain’t the same. All 
is salvaged with a reconfirmation and carry-ons. 
Escape before the 14th when Mars heats up your 
career. 4 

VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 
23) 

Uttering words of lust in some megahunk’s 
ear may not have its intended effect in early 
April with retro Mercury. Communication may 
be misinterprete . Rather than fold 
your tent and comp e wallpaper, proud 
Virgins should m certed effort to do 
rather than say. Zesty Mars’ energy demands 
that actions speak louder and prouder than 
words for most of the month. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - 
OCTOBER 23) 


In strong partnerships, words need not be 


' spoken. However, f eer Libras who are 
either in the throes unstable relationship or 
who are still on rowl, Mercury works 


like a cosmic Jandminé™DGh’t quibble over 
trifles now, the cost is too high. Instead, let 
water flow under the bridge and allow your 
hands to do the talking. 

SCORPIO 
NOVEMBER 22) 

No matter how hard you try, the job will 
never seem to get done in early April. 
Instructions are no ed or the end results 
are all wrong. Tak ueer Scorp: retro 
and dissipate after 
, take a couple of 
coffee breaks and leave it to randy Mars to put a 
little mid-month zip-a-dee-doo-da in your life. 

SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - 
DECEMBER 22) 

Proud Archers are artistically stymied for a 
good part of April when retro Mercury throws a 
wrench into your most c ve projects. Forget 
about planning somet stupendous. Settle for 
something stupid after the 20th. By then 
Mars adds a bit of oomph to your 
communications; ideas not only germinate, they 
explode on the scene. So get the word Out! 

CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - 
JANUARY 20) 

The best time to bring up issues with 
family members may after the Mercury 
retrograde on the 2! erwise, your position 
may get lost among ral static. However, 


(OCTOBER 24 - 


that doesn’t mean that you have to kowtow to 
the straight and narrow; far from it. Queer Caps 
must not be subjugated. Live your life and tell 
“em all about it in May. 
AQUARIUS 
FEBRUARY 19) 
Mouthy Aqueerians should become 
reticent during the Mercury, retrograde when 
things you say copes misconstrued 
and blown out pp: Strong 
commentary shoul shelved until after the 
20th. Otherwise, you may find yourself hoisted 
on your own petard. Please be sure to wear 


clean petards in case you meet someone special. 
PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 


(JANUARY 21 - 


20) 

A fool and their money are soon parted. 
That goes double for pink Fish who try to 
maneuver high finance during the Mercury 
retrograde. The in ion you receive is 
flawed or misinterpreted. Wait, wait, wait until 
after the 20th before you plunk down your hard- 
earned cash for a dollar and a dream. Fabulous 
baubles don’t grow on trees, you know. 

(c) 1998 LICHTENSTEIN, All Rights 
Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes Only. 
For best results, read both your Sun sign and 
Ascendant. For a free calculation of your 
ascendant, send birthdate, time, place name of 
this publication and _ 5.a.s.e. to: 
LICHTENSTEIN, P.O.B. 1726, Old Chelsea 
Station, NY, 10011. Check out my new website 
www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer 


on a modern elegant ambience of 
pastel yellows and candlelight 
furnishings, with stylish artwork 
and live classical piano to lend to the 


experience. 
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Creative variety is the keynote here, with 
splendid combinations of tastes light-handedly 
prepared and arranged with remarkable 


tcl 
9° 
So) 
Y 
vu 
oe 
4 
~_ “who kno 
| | sensitivity to detail and to add, freshness is 


paramount. Service nears perfection in its — 
hospitality, accomodation and knowledge. 


The international wine selection (many by — 
glass) is simply complete and — 


seductive. 


Excellent for before and after 
the theatre with adjacent 
free parking. Private party 
rooms for up to 50 persons. 


(Reservations 
recommended.) 


228-3558 


Receive a free 
complimentary dessert 
with the purchase of any entree 
with this coupon during April 1998 
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Dear Freddy, 

Recently, I responded to an ad on the 
Xtra talking classifieds and connected with 
a guy I really like. We've only talked on 
the phone (for hours every time) because 
we haven’t had time to meet and I think he 
likes me too. The problem is that he 
sounds like an Adonis from his description 
and I don’t think I'll measure up to his 
standards physically. Should I cut it off 
now or hope for the best? 


Corpulent & Confused in ee e 


Cowtown e ge 


Dear Corpulent 
Yikes! I hope when you say “cut it 
off’ you’re referring to the social contact 
and not some sort of desperate Bobbitt 
makeover. Honey, relax. If you have truly 
connected, and he is a decent guy, chances 
are that his precious standards will be 
relaxed just for you. There is also a good 
chance that he is lying about his attributes 
to some extent (if Pinocchio were on the 
system he’d be growing upstairs and 
down). Go for it. And if he rejects you 
based on your looks, and it hurts you 
because of ‘his looks, then you're better of 
with one of those Mr. Bruce blow-up dolls. 
It probably has more heart and personality 
than your proposed paramour anyway. 
—F, 


Dear Freddy, 

My boyfriend has recently become 
obsessed with Martha Stewart and now he 
gets all hissy if everything isn’t “just so” or 
if I eat dinner on a tray in front of the TV 
set. He’s great otherwise but he’s driving 
me nuts. Suggestions? 

—Relaxed, But Not Sloppy 


Dear Relaxed, 
I’m going to take a chance here and 
64 e believe your claim that you are 


Write to me, dears! 

All letters become the property of 

Outlooks and are subject to editing. 
Write to: Dear Freddy, c/o Outlooks, 


Box 439, Suite 100, 
1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, AB T2T 0B2, 
or e-mail to dougalld @cadvision.com 


JUSTINE TYME s DEVON MILLS 


O N E N I G 


FRIDAY 
APRIL 17 


ARENA STAGE 
12:30 $3.00 COVER 


DON’T MISS OUT 
ON 
VANCOUVER & 
CALGARY’S 


BEST 
DRAG DUO! 


Dear Freday.. 


not a slob. Let me guess, he’s also trying to 
turn your Beltline rental property into a 
New England Georgian Revival home, 
isn’t he? Provided you're not spilling food 
all over the futon-sofa (pardon, settee) 
and this isn’t a daily dining ritual (we 
all have to make an effort now and 
again) you should tell your mate that he 
can eat at a table strewn with magnolia 
blossoms and origami swans if he wishes, 
but that your occasional forays into the 


salon to eat are a way for you to § 
relax. If he fails to see the sense 
in this, tell him you'll hack him 
up with a hatchet and hide the © 
pieces of his body under pastel- 
hued sugared almonds in tiny 
party-favour boxes tied with 
festive chiffon ribbon. Okay? 
It’s a good thing, 

Freddy : 


rh y and Lesbian Community 
Services Association Presents 


Expressions 


CREATIVE CHANGE 
A Gala Art Show and Auction 


Saturday, April 4, 1998 
8:00 p.m. — 1:00 a.m. 


Metropolitan Centre 
333 - 4th Ave. SW 


$15 Advance; $20 at the Door 


Tickets available at: 


Bearclaw Gallery 
Folks Like Us Bistro 
Money-Pennies Eatery and Bar 
Provenance 

Woman’s Place Bookstore 


For further information call 
the Gay and Lesbian Community 
Services Association, 234-8973 
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550 11TH AVE. S.W. ° 263-7177 
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Making Waves in Alberta’s Gay Community. 
12 issues per year. 


[Postal Code: 


I ! have enclosed a cheque for $25.00 in Canada 
For $35.00 outside Canada 


or please bill my: 


7 Di Club 
ODP ineraionaren Route 


Account Number: 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I - 
l Expiry Date: / 
| Signature: 


1] Your copy will be mailed in a plain envelope for confiden- ] 
tiality 
| MAIL TO: Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave SW Calgary, Alta. T2T | 
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With this coupon 


during April 1998 


maximum value $10.00. 
Offer can not be combined with other promotions. 
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GLCSA’S OK Campaign raises $27,000 


On Thursday, March 12, 150 plus 
members of the gay and_ lesbian 


community attended a spectacular fund- VENTER STS DAI 
raising benefit for GLCSA at the home of oR ID WITH CAI 


Douglas Cridland and Dan Wright. BRI RAWFORD 

The $240 per person ticket resulted in 
$27,480 being raised to date and funds are 
still coming in. 

Funds raised from the benefit will help 
GLCSA with the OK Campaign slated to 
start in August of this year. Campaign co- 
ordinator Brian Crawford noted, “one 
small written word will have one big 
impact for positive change.” 

Community members Brian Mahoney, 
Ron Plucer, Mary Taylor, Jill Gardiner, 
Chuck Barlow, Gary Sanders and, of 
course, Douglas Cridland and Dan Wright 
are to be commended for their efforts on 
behalf of GLCSA. 
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MOUNT ROYAL PROFESSIONAL MASSAGE 
Lae Hussein, R.M.T. Top Quality Painting 


“Certified i in Massage, Reflexology, : Interior / Exterior 


Chronic Sciatica, and Whiplash. eS Va SOrmimerson Resipontal 
oo : Ys 20 Years Experience 
Insurance Claims Welcome. ‘, 


$45.00/Hr * Accepting New Patients ~~ ie - Phone: 208-8052 
1614 10 ST. S.W. CALGARY, AB Pu: (403) 606-1384 To Cell: 816-6445 


SAGES BEST dee | 


$2.99 
FAST FOODS PLUS 


2048-42 AVENUE S.W. CALGARY- 287-7711 + 11 AM- 9 PM DAILY 
GREAT FISH, WINGS, CALAMARI, SCALLOPS, OYSTERS, & SHRIMP 
FREE HOMEMADE FRIES AND A COKE WITH THIS AD 


Competitive Pricing 


KILDONAN MANAGEMENT & REALTY LTD. 
1410, 715 5th Avenue S.W. 
Specializing In inner-city sales and services 
for over 20 years 


BERNARD SECKER JASON SMITH 
TEL: 269-1458 CEL: 630-5983 TEL: 269-1458 CEL: 630-2310 


Realtors and property management for 
residential & commercial properties 


Bulbs are here) An ving this fia fit Magee dean annuals 


Csr se . New Spring items aadvang daily, 
(Open any dy 2 ay ter season SOUTH STORE: 14111 Macteon Ta. 296-1212 NORTH STORE: 620 Gonpano Ave. NE 274-4286 
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revive 


wellness centre 


Enjoy your wellness journey in a 12,000 square foot Oasis 
inspired by the healing temples of Egypt remembering the 
perfect health that is available to us all. 


The Oasis Spa and Wellness Centre offers you Calgary’s most 
comprehensive community of professional practitioners and 
consultants. Whether you wish to release stress and _ illness, 
relieve chronic pain or achieve your highest potential for 
well being, our practitioners offer a truly holistic approach 

to healing and wellness. 


For complete resource information on available practitioners 


please call ?1- Oa S] S to reserve your appointment. 


(216-2747) 


Lower Level, MOUNT ROYAL VILLAGE, 880 - 16 Avenue SW Calgary 


e Full esthetic services 


e European Hydrotherapy 


treatments 


troductory 
Special: 

The Oasis Basis: 
Facial, Manicure, Pedicure, 


Complimentary Steam 
and Inhalation Sauna - $99 


Call 21-0asis (216-2747) 
to book your appointment 


Gift Certificates 
available 


of peace, tranquility and relaxation. 
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You Can See The Lake From Here 


FINAL CHAPTER: A GOOD NEIGHBOUR 


by R. Gordon 
Illustration by Jay Goas 

A good neighbor: what a contradiction 
in terms. As with all real estate purchases, 
we must trust our destiny to fate, when it 
concerns the inhabitants already established 
in the vicinity. 
you buy some shack and the people next 
door are a bunch of jerks, you’re stuck with 
them. I’m sure that we have all felt 
apprehension about new neighbors and I 
can assure you that all the folks who moved 
into the area after me have been scared to 
death once they met me. 

I'd like to mention at this point that I 
have a great group of neighbors (just in case 
they read this), but it wasn’t easy. You 
might say I’ve sort of molded the 
neighbourhood during the past few years. 
You should also know that the only 
drawback of this little piece of paradise is 
the close proximity of the dwellings on each 
block. In fact, with two tins cans and a 
string we could call each other. 

A few years ago, when several cabins 
came up for sale, I devised a plan to ensure 
that only the right people would want to 
move into the area. You must also 
understand that I have a very elegantly 
appointed cottage that sleeps up to ten 
people, situated on one of the best lots on 
the lake. All this for only fifty thousand 
dollars. I couldn’t believe my good fortune, 
especially when they started asking 
upwards of sixty thousand for some of the 
one-room, thirty-year-old shacks near me. 
The plan was simple. Whenever I spotted 
those prospective buyers (usually Mr. and 
Mrs. Front Porch, fresh from their pup tent 
at the campground), I would simply make 
sure I was lounging on the front deck 
sipping a bathtub-sized margarita. ’'d wave 
and smile, which never failed to bring them 
over to enquire if I knew anything about the 
place that was up for sale. After talking 
with them for only a few minutes, I’d have 
them figured out right down to their annual 
income. If I liked them I’d just expound 
upon the beauties of the lake and the cabin 
they were looking at. If I didn’t like them, 
I'd simply invite them in to see what I had 
bought for much less, only one year before. 
Not very nice, but necessary to keep out the 
riff-raff. 

I must admit that sometimes the plan 
backfired, when I drank too many 
margaritas before a cabin shopper came by. 
It’s amazing how many people will just turn 
around and walk away in the middle of a 
sentence. I mean, really! Don’t be 
fooled—the other neighbors knew exactly 
what I was doing and quietly supported it. 
Like every lake community there is always 
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In less scientific terms—if 


a lot of gossip floating around about who’s 
sellin’, who’s buyin’, who’s doin’ what to 
who, and why. In fact, around these parts, 
the way we set up a table is: fork on the 
right, knife in the back, spoon up your nose 
and dish, dish, dish! 

A few years ago, the plan failed once 
again, when a complete idiot slipped 
through my net and bought a cottage only 
five doors away. Seymour was a tall skinny 
redhead, with huge horse teeth and a 
wrinkled up face like a prune. The deep 
lines in his forehead were more like 
canyons, and if you got really close you 
could hear yodeling. He told me they were 
laugh lines. My comment was, “Nothing 
could be that funny.” The family package 
was completed by a wife like a Clydesdale 
and a grandmother so old she could start the 
barbecue with one of her hot flashes. All 
this and three rowdy kids too. Something 
definitely had to be done. 

The day after the “Addams Family” 
moved in, I got on the tom-toms to a few 
choice friends back in the city. For the next 
two weeks there would be a daily party at 
Gordonview, each one with a different 
theme. Well, you should have seen all that 
red hair standing on end when the heavy 
metal party began at 2 pm the next day. I 
personally hate heavy metal music and I 
was counting on the fact that it wasn’t a 
favorite of our new neighbours either. For 
the next three days the long-haired revellers 
camped out in the yard, played guitars, 
huffed on doobies, and abused their livers. 
The house was a wreck, and the police were 
called several times, but it was having a 
profound impact on the undesirables. 

No sooner had the psychedelic bus 


am 
& ae = 


with the rockers left the driveway, then the 
lederhosen gang pulled in as Gordonview 
played host to the first annual Oktoberfest 
in July. It lasted four days with ear-splitting 
oom-pah-pah, beer swilling, and the stench 
of knockwurst roasting in the fire pit. 

While the flurry of activity continued 
around my place, I further annoyed the new 
neighbors by borrowing everything I could 
think of, from a cup of sugar to their lawn 
mower. The plan was definitely working— 
they were frazzled for sure. 

On the fifth day, all hell broke loose 
and a fight erupted among my German 
guests. As near as I could figure, the spat 
started when someone stepped on 
someone’s goat horn and that person in turn 
burnt the first person’s lederhosen over the 
fire in retaliation. The argument escalated 
to a small riot with loud cussing in German 
and broken English and rock throwing. 
This resulted in several broken windows 
not only at my place, but at the neighbors on 
both sides as well. The final straw was 
reached when one of the pup tents in the 
yard was doused in gasoline and burnt to 
the ground. Of course, that resulted in a 
grass fire that destroyed one tree and 
blackened the west wall of my cottage 
before the volunteer fire department could 
get there to put it out. 

Traffic on the cabin road was tied up 
for most of the day, as the RCMP, fire 
department, ambulance, and _ wildlife 
officers tried to sort out the mess. I was 
falsely accused for causing the melee, and 
subsequently charged with disturbing the 
peace, endangering public lands and 
wildlife, property damage over one 
thousand dollars, starting a fire without a 


permit, and uttering death threats to an 
officer of the law. Honestly! That cop 
should have known that I would never have 
actually used that butcher knife. After all, I 
am a good neighbour. 

The sad truth of the matter is that I am 


writing this chapter from the confines of my 


jail cell as I await the trial date set for early 
next week. My lawyers from the firm of 
Cruk, Schwindle, Cheetham and Howe 
have assured me that I will probably avoid 
prison time and that they will try to plea- 
bargain the fine down to a few thousand 
dollars, plus damages. I have also learned 
that For Sale signs are popping up all 
around the neighborhood like daisies in the 
spring, including those wretched people 
that all this was aimed at in the first place. 
It’s nice to know that sometimes my little 
schemes result in their desired effect, albeit 
the cost is sometimes high. 

A Postscript: All is right with the 
world now, as I was acquitted of all charges. 
It seems that the local magistrate was a 
cottage owner on the very same lake. (He 
has since moved away from some unknown 
reason.) I continue to reside among the tall 
aspens on Lake Crimson, entertaining 
guests and enjoying the solitude. 

When I look back on all my adventures 
and disasters I can’t help but ask myself, 
“Would I do it all again?” Answer: Are the 
Kennedys gun shy? 

Note: To all of you who have read my 
ramblings over the past year, I hope you 
smiled and enjoyed these tales as much as I 
enjoyed bringing them to you. A great big 
thanks to all the Outlooks staff for this 
special opportunity. 


In March of 1996, the Gay 
Community Development Project of 
Lethbridge underwent a title revision and 
became the Gay and Lesbian Alliance of 
Lethbridge and Area. Rob Browatzke is 
the current chairperson of GALA 
Lethbridge and the coordinator of that 
city’s Peer Support Line. Aside from his 
involvement in other community-oriented 
projects and duties, Rob and a group of 
dedicated volunteers work towards 
acheiving the organization’s goal of 
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ACROSS 

Tei Ne ey 
In The 
Band 

8. Princess 
of porn 
produc- 
tion: Chi 
Chia 

11. Good for 
reading, 
not for 
thumping 

12. Anniver- 
sary politi- 
cal profile 

13. Spring 
bulb; 
Holland 
symbol 

15. Ellen’s 
former 
network 


Jaffe 

17. Good As 
It Gets 
Greg 


EE 
16. Jokeman pbb labecbeereatn 


mocporie 


providing social interaction and support 
services for the existing gay community in 
Lethbridge. As well, the group focuses on 
health and education initiatives within (and 
eventually, it is hoped, beyond) the 
community of the city and Southern 
Alberta in general. 

According to Browatzke, Lethbridge 
is not the Sleepy Hollow it is often made 
out to be: 

“A lot of people think of this 
community as a very closeted, very quiet 
group. We're not. We are a vital and 
strong part of the area as a whole.” 

Browatzke also believes that the 
current political climate has “caused many 
people to come together, to get involved so 
they can make a difference.” 

If you, too, want to help make a 
difference, GALA Lethbridge is always 
looking to expand their core group of 
volunteers. Contact the organization at 
(403) 329-4666 from 7-10 pm Monday and 
Wednesday evening, or leave a message on 
their 24-hour voice mail system. 
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19. Flower 
or fag 

23. Short Richard or penis 

24. The Brad-boy of 
Canadian theatre 

26. Fear of gays 

29. Odd; not normal 

31. With American Angels, 
this approaches 

32. April athletic cup 

33. ARGRA; annual homos 
on horses 

DOWN 

1. Overtly masculine 

2. Undergarment or 
Freudian faux pas 

3. Catherine was Great but 


he was better 
. Nasal Nanny Franny 
. Before this Girl was 
Golden, she was “mod”. 
. In T.O. theatre, they’re 
your in Bad Times 
7. Roseanne’s Lunchbox 
Leon (actor) 
9. This Thing’s not pretty, 
it's 
10. Cinematic Closet 
14. Lewinsky’s 
kneepads 
16. March cover facial fare 


18. Baby bottles have them; 


so do you 

20. Priests say Adam & 
Eve, not Adam & 

21. 60th anniversary is the 
hardest 

22. In like a lion, out like a 


25. “Too gay,” she chastised 

27. Feminist film fest 

28. Ski or Easter 

30. Spring transition (March 
20) 


..answers on page 23 


EVENT CONTACTS: 


Apollo, Friends in Sports will be hosting the 16th 
Western Cup in Calgary, April 9 - 12. Western 
Cup, Alberta’s second largest gay event, includes 
bowling, curling and volleyball as well as a number 
of social events. Even if you do not want to com- 
pete please come out and watch or volunteer! 
Registration fees include dance and brunch. The 
events are as follows: 
BOWLING: Let’s 10 Pin Bowlerama, 

Friday 9:00 am, Saturday 12:00. Cost to register 
is $90. 
VOLLEYBALL: U of C Campus, Jack Simpson Gym, 
Friday and Saturday 9-5. Cost to register is $65. 
CURLING: North Hill Curling Club, Friday 8:30 am - 
7 pm, Saturday 9-5. Cost to register is $60. 

=VENTS: THURSDAY: Meet and Greet at 
Boyztown Metro 8-12 pm 
FRIDAY: Bingo at Holiday Inn Downtown, 8-10 pm 
SATURDAY: Western Cup Dance, Victoria Park 
Hall, 8 pm 
SUNDAY: Easter Awards Brunch with Easter 
Bonnet Contest at Macleod Room of Convention 
Centre 11 am -3 pm. Survivor Party at Money- 
Pennies, 3 pm - ? 


CONSIGNMENT OUTFITTERS & COLLECTIBLES 


WESTERN ct CASUAL WEAR ' CHARLES THOMPSON DESIGNER CLOTHES 
COME IN AND SHOP OR PHONE AND CONSIGN YOUR 
GENTLY USED WESTERN OR CASUAL CLOTHES 


/> FREE LINE DANCING ON THURSDAY EVENINGS 
620 «17TH AVE, S.W, | 2282883 


Signature Tea comes 


in many varieties, 


ffeinated. . 


1610 10th Street SW Calgary 
403 244-7750 
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by Derek Antonio 

It’s a hard reality: chances are the 
whole sexuality battle facing queer youth 
won't improve anytime soon. 

Young and queer isn’t necessarily the 
best combination in the world, and for 
many it has been a matter of life or death. 
Coming out at a young age can have many 
more negative effects than it does positive. 
I’m sure many of you haven’t had, or are 
having, the most glorious time. But when 
you think back, it was probably the time 
before you came out that was the hardest. 

If you experienced what I did, high 
school wasn’t a place of learning, it was a 
place of torture. Maybe torture is a strong 
word, but it certainly took a lot out of me 
to survive it. It wasn’t easy for me, and it 
probably wasn’t easy for many others 
either. As a survivor of four serious 
suicidal depression periods, I know all too 
well what hell high school can be, and 
admire those who have the courage to go 
beyond it and come out. Coming out isn’t 
a choice many of us had (or have); for me 
it would have been even more turmoil and 
grief to actually admit to what everyone 
was calling me. I went to high school in 
Vernon, BC, and like every other small 


town, homosexuality just wasn’t talked 
about in a positive light. In school, 
“faggot”, “homo”, and “lez”, were by far 


the most common references to it. To be 
called queer was the worst thing in the 
world. I’m sure you can all relate to what 
I’m saying; you’d leave school feeling 
worthless, like a piece of crap. It seemed 
like no one understood you, and they all 
just wanted to hurt you. It’s a wonder that 
any of us are still alive, because there are 
many who are not. 

Depression is a common by-product 
of teenage queerness; it’s usually a result 
of not being accepted, either by yourself or 
by others. Most gay youth deal with some 
kind of depression during their teen years, 
and further by 
contemplating suicide. It can be caused by 


many go even 


THE ROOST - DJ CARL 
1. Frozen - Madonna 
2. My Heart Will Go On - Clueless 
3. Together Again - Janet Jackson 
4. Everything She Wants - Wham 
5. My Oh My - Aqua 
6. Revolution 909 - Daft Punk 
7. Foolish Games - Marina 
8. When I Dream - Fizz F / Crystal Gayle 
9. | Need A Miracle - COCO 
10. Talking About - Nalin and Kane 
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many issues, not just sexuality; however, 
it’s not easy to pinpoint how exactly it all 
starts. 

Self-acceptance is a difficult concept 
to grasp for gay youth. There can be a lot 
of issues that surround it, such as religion, 
or culture. Schools almost contain a 
culture of their own regarding what’s 
acceptable and what isn’t. In high school 
it’s too easy to become a victim of peer 
pressure and drown in a world of society’s 
standards and ideals. Everything around 
you is screaming “be this” or “be that”, but 
nothing ever screams “be gay”. 
who wants that? It can certainly leave 
something to be desired: to be called 
names, teased, harrassed by your peers, 
raped of every last ounce of self-esteem or 
confidence you have left. It doesn’t 
exactly paint a pretty picture does it? But 
this is happening, and gay kids are dying 
out there because of it. These youth are 
desperate for some sort of validation, they 
feel isolated and insecure because they feel 
no one understands them. They won’t go 
to their teachers and counsellors because 
they fear they won’t support them—or 
worse still, tell their parents. There are no 
books in the library that would give them 
any sense that gay is okay. They are lost. 

All of this can have a very taxing 
effect on these kids, so taxing, in fact, that 
these youth don’t see any rays of light as 
they slip into depression. They can lose 
the will to keep fighting and may 
eventually just let it take over. They've 
been stripped of any self-value, and feel as 
though the world would be a far better 
place without them. These kids don’t 
smile anymore, even at the ones trying to 
reach out to them, it’s like they are in a 
trance of heartache and tears. The only 
door they see is the exit; it’s the be-all and 
end-all to all of their problems: peace, 
silence, an answer. 

It doesn’t take much to figure out that 
homosexuality isn’t a mainstream concept. 
Yes, we have Ellen, kd, RuPaul and Elton, 


REBAR - DJ MIKEE 
1. Revolution 909 - Daft Punk 
2. Freedom (remix) - Robert Miles 
3, Beachball - Burnette 
4. Choose Life - PF Project 
5. Play With Me - Red Ants: 
6. Naked & Scared - Maria Nayler 
7. Its Over Love - Shannon 
8. Broken Bones - Love Inc. 
9. High Times - Jamiroquai 
10. On My Own - Peach Union 


After all, 


but that’s showbiz. Where we need “gay” 
most is in schools. How many of us were 
brought up thinking gay was normal and 
acceptable? Probably a rare few, but for 
most of us it just wasn’t talked about, or if 
it was it wasn’t being properly represented. 
Youth needs to be better educated about 
sexuality, not “where to stick it”, but that 
it’s as valid to love someone of your own 
gender as it is to love the opposite. We 
need to encourage an acceptance for all 
aspects of love—gay, straight, whatever. 
Let’s get past these bible-thumping parent/ 
teacher associations who deem 
homosexuality a sickness, not educational 
material. It’s groups like these who are 
keeping the topic of homosexuality out of 
the classrooms, and its acceptance out of 
young minds. Let’s get some positive 
vibes out there to the gay youth who are 
isolated, give them some hope, some 
answers about their sexuality that they so 
desperately need. 

Maybe someday youth, regardless of 
diversity, will be able to be whatever they 
want and not feel any oppression from 
their peers or teachers. They will be 
empowered to look at themselves in the 
mirror without shame and know that 
they’re okay. 
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ARGRA COUNTRY COUNTDOWN 
1, Round About Way - George Strait 
2. Nothin’ But The Taillights - Clint Black 
3. Little Red Rodeo - Collin Raye 
4, She’s Gonna Make It - Garth Brooks 


5. The Day That She Left Tulsa (in A Chevy) - 


Wade Hayes 
6. Perfect Love - Trisha Yearwood 
7. Just To See You Smile - Tim McGraw 
8. What If I Said - Anita Cochrane with Steve 
Wariner 
9. You" ve Got To Talk To Me - Lee Ann 
Womack 


10. If I Never Stop Lovin’ You - David Kersh : 2 
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BOYZTOWN - DJ KRAZAY STEVE 
1, Broken Bones - Love Inc 
2. Frozen- Madonna 
3. Beachball - Burnette 
4, Ecuador - Sash? 
5. 1 Want You - NSync 
6. 1 Get Lonely - Janet 
: 7. Dr. Jones- Aqua 
8. Open Your Mind ‘98 - USURA_ 
9, Let The Love Go On - Candy Club 
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THE TWO FAT LADIES: 


Clarissa Dickson Wright, left, and 
Jennifer Paterson 


by John Coulbourn 

Is it just me, or has anyone else noticed 
that the time lag between the gay world and 
the straight seems to be getting shorter all the 
time? 

I mean, there was a time—and it doesn’t 
seem that long ago—when the trendy, 
uptown gay world had a good six month lead 
on Paul and Polly Polyester, secluded as they 
were in their suburban love nests. If you 
wanted to know what the whole wide world 
would be wearing, watching, listening or 
dancing to in a half-year’s time, all you had to 
do was drop into one of the local gay hotspots 
and have a boo. 

Today, it seems, we’re lucky to get even 
a three-minute warning before the things we 
hold near and dear are snapped up by the 
general population. 

Case in point: the zaftig Jennifer 
Paterson and the rubenesque Clarissa 
Dickson Wright, suddenly and universally 
known as the Two Fat Ladies—and damn 
proud of it they are, too. 

Now, if ever there was a pair that seem 
destined for gay icon-dom, this is it. 

Originally, they were England’s own 
best-kept culinary secret, and in Britain, not 
surprisingly, it was the gay community that 
discovered them first. 

Then, the voracious demands of North 
America’s fledgling specialty channels 
grabbed hold of them and made them fixtures 
in living rooms across the continent. We 
barely had time to get to know Jennifer and 
Clarissa before Sam and Sally Suburbia were 
saying to us, over dinner: 
“Oh, by the way, have 


you seen...” 
Gay and _ straight 
alike, we’ve all been 


smitten by these two as 
they motorbike about 
their homeland, invading 
kitchens and cooking up 
caloric orgies that are 
enough to send a heart 
surgeon into full cardiac 
arrest. 
Butter? 
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Chewing the Fat 


please, great gobs of it, as well as heaping 
helpings of lard, oceans of meat drippings, 
cartons of eggs, ‘streaky’ bacon and not just 
cream but streams of heavy cream, double 
cream and clotted cream, if you please. 

If- you listen carefully, you can hear the 
heart valves tuning up for an attack just 
thinking about what these two are cooking 
up. 

Of course, it’s not about the food, in the 
end, and one has to spare a dram or two of 
sympathy for anyone who tries seriously to 
follow any of their recipes. Not only is that 
hapless individual courting suicide by major 
arterial blockage, but insanity as well, trying 
to make sense of instructions that include “a 
dollop” of this and “a hefty bit” of that. 

Instead, viewers are captivated by the 
earthy charm of Paterson and Dickson 
Wright, two very healthy, outspoken 
specimens of a dying breed of British 
eccentric that the whole world had always 
adored. 

Both are black-sheep daughters of 
Britain’s monied middle-class and both have 
rejected the proverbial stiff-upper-lip for a 
hipper kind of lippiness that makes them 
seem like two eccentric aunts. Like five- 
year-olds and maiden aunts, there’s simply no 
telling just what they'll say next. 

And eccentric they are, as I learned in a 
couple of trans-Atlantic phone chats a while 
ago. 

In her salad days, it turns out, Paterson 
enjoyed a peripatetic existence on the fringes 
of Europe’s artistic community—she was a 
nanny in Portugal for a while, speaks fondly 
of life in Berlin and once worked for a 


.hermaphroditic artist in London. 


Dickson Wright, for her part, spent—by 
her own confession—much of her adult life 
at the bottom of a bottle of booze, despite, or 
perhaps because of, her training as a lawyer. 
It wasn’t until she sobered up, she says, that 
she realized how much she loathed practicing 
law. 

The name of their show comes from a 
bingo term for the number 88, and overall, 
they both think the world is too much 
concerned with fat—both in the diet and on 
the frame. 

But it was the motorbike that intrigued 
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me, so I ask Paterson how long she’s been 
driving it. 

“Since 1964,” she replies, all booming 
tweed and jolly hockey sticks. “Probably 
long before you were born, my dear.” 

“Well, at least before I learned to drive,” 
I counter, grateful and not a little surprised 
that I at least still sound youthful. 

“Oh, you’re Jewish,” she counters 
happily. 

“Well, no,” I reply slowly, bewildered at 
just how she arrived at that particular 
conclusion and just where she might be going 
with it. 


Now Acceptinec New 


SPRING & SUMMER CONSIGNMENT 


Specializing in Consigned Mens & Womens 


Quality Clothing & Accessories 


Oo 


Ss 
pe Sey 
rw) 
VAS 


“But I thought you said “before you were 
circumcised’, she booms, not in the least 
nonplussed, adding reflectively: “Not that 
one has to be Jewish for that. It depends on 
the fashion, I suppose. One of my brothers is 
and one isn’t.” 

And now, they belong to the whole 
world and the pity is, we'll never have a 
chance to turn ‘em loose in a gay bar. 

Although you may run into a brother or 
two... 

John Coulbourn is a native Albertan 
who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he 
covers the performing arts for the Toronto 
Sun. 
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by Darrin Hagen 

Dance. Who understands it? I feel 
like I do, at least more than I did, after a 
conversation with Edmonton’s leader in 
movement, Brian Webb. 

For two decades, Brian Webb Dance 
has been building a passionate, loyal 
following through the creation of diverse 
collaborations, stunning solo self-portraits, 
and the wordless dialogue that can only 
occur in modern dance. 

A native Edmontonian, 
relocated to New York in 1972 
graduating with distinction from U of A 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in 
Theatre. There he worked and studied with 
performance artist Eric Hawkins, and 
through the 70’s Webb premiered many of 
his first dances with the Carol Conway 
Company. In ‘79 he returned to Edmonton, 
formed the Brian Webb Dance Company, 
the “company in residence” at Grant 
McEwan Community College (where he is 
Chair of the Dance Department). Since 
1986, when he returned from getting 
another degree (a Master in Choreography 
from the California Institute of the Arts), 
he has been immersed in creating a series 
of solo dances (self portraits), intensely 
personal explorations in collaboration with 
composers, writers, and visual artists. 

Webb’s career has been marked by 
accolades, renown at home and abroad, and 
work: non-stop, focused, all-encompassing 
work. It is this work that fuels him. 

I first worked with Webb in the Studio 
Theatre’s production of the Canadian 
premiere of Love! Valor! Compassion! at 
the Timm’s Centre for the Arts 
September. The production was director 
Michael Clark’s MFA thesis project, and 
broke Studio Theatre’s records for sales. In 
it Webb was challenging himself again, 
playing Gregory, the faded dance great. It 
was Webb’s first time in an acting role in 
25 years, and he had risen to the task with 
grace and skill. “It’s good to frighten 
yourself regularly. Acting and dancing are 
very different.” 

But doesn’t all artistic impulse come 
from essentially the same _ place? 
“Performing impulse, yes, but theatre and 
dance are at opposite ends of the spectrum. 
I find theatre extremely linear. Rehearsing 
it is difficult because you have a large team 
of people all focusing their energy on 
telling the story. Dance cannot tell a story. 
In my work, it’s one person working in 
isolation, then the work explodes.” 

The character of Gregory and Webb’s 
own personality were much more at odds 
than it would seem at first glance. Both are 
gay male dancers in their 40’s but that, 
insists Webb, is where the similarities end. 
“T found the character of Gregory kind of 
sad, because he had given up. That’s not 
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like me at all. I will never give up.” 

Still, we both agree (after discussing 
the script’s shortcomings) that it was 
exciting to be a part of any major gay 
theatre event in a province like Alberta. 
Considering the chaos that erupted around 
all of the productions of “Angels in 
America”, this is just the kind of place that 
needs shows like that. 

We chat about the gay content in his 
work. “Project Desire: the mountains and 
the plains” is his acclaimed collaboration 
with American performance artist Jeff 
McMahon. The piece will show in 
Toronto, New York, Los Angeles and San 
Diego. In L.A., it will play in a gay arts 
space called Highways, established by Tim 
Miller, one of the infamous NEA 4 who 
were denounced by Jesse Helms as being 
“offensive”. “Project Desire” is “100% 
gay content”. 

Does that make Webb a “gay artist’? 

“Rather, an artist who does gay work. 
I see a lot of my work as being political. 
But I don’t perform exclusively for a gay 
audience. It’s important to get your art toa 
general audience because equality in the 
general community is what I’m most 
striving for.’ Webb doesn’t want his work, 
or his art, marginalized. “I’m proud of 
being a regular person, a contributing 
member of society. It’s imperative that you 
interact with the whole community.” He 
mentions his literary hero, Edmund White, 
whose work was once read by a large 
cross-section of the population. Now that 
White is identified as a “gay writer’, his 
brilliant works were stuck on shelves 
where only a small section of the audience 
will find him. “As gay people, we 
segregate ourselves in a ghetto, which is 
not positive. I like to continually put my 
work in the general public’s face.” 

When Webb speaks of dance, you can 
feel his enthusiasm. And he eloquently 


explains dance to me. “The body is the 
medium. We tend to mistrust the body, 
somehow think that it’s less than the mind 
and soul. True dance is a trio. A dancer 
with no soul is merely a technician. Dance 
without involving the mind can become 
narcissistic. A dancer in full command of 
his body is like a fine-tuned athlete: a body 


that’s integrated is a beautiful thing. 
Sometimes that beauty scares us. When I 
dance, I’m reveling in my own physicality. 
It’s a world where I can define my own 
beauty.” 

“Taking chances” comes up repeatedly 
in our conversation. Webb has never rested 
on reputation. He constantly challenges 
himself, even bringing trusted rehearsal 
directors into the creative process to push 
him further, ask the hard questions. “Since 
I have a degree of success in my life, it’s 
important for me to get out there and take 
risks. How can I ask my students to 
constantly take risks if I don’t?” 

On May 15, Webb will debut a new, as 
yet untitled solo piece, commissioned by 
Edmonton Vocal Minority as part of a 
fund-raiser for their upcoming choral 
festival. The solo, a collaboration with 
visual artist Peter Field, is just the latest in 
a long line of personal performances. 
Expect to see Webb in his trademark white 
underwear, reaching to get through to each 
of us in some way. “Dance taps into our 
subconscious, the place we can all find 
commonality. Maybe it can get down to a 
place where we see that regardless of who 
we are...all desires are the same.” 
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Reaching out to the community 


by Marilane Koutis 

The most common reaction I often get 
when I tell people that I’m doing my BSW 
practicum at AIDS Calgary this semester is 
“Wow, that must be depressing work.” But 
that’s not the way I see it. In fact, I enjoy 
it so much that I am considering future 
work in a similar area. 

This is not to say that it’s all fun and 
pain-free at AIDS Calgary. I can see the 
sad faces that come in and out of the 
agency. I have watched people leave the 
room when conversation turns too grim. I 
can see the anger and frustration of co- 
workers who wish they could do more. 
(Working in an area that is practically 
married to issues around loss and 
discrimination, this is definitely 
understandable.) Because of the very 
nature of the agency, I am forced to 
confront my own stereotypes and biases, as 
well as my feelings about death and dying. 
At the end of the day, I remind myself that 
the $30 parking ticket I got last week is not 
such a big deal after all. 

But my work at AIDS Calgary is also 
fun and invigorating. It is wonderfully 
refreshing to be in an agency staffed by 
people who are so passionate about their 
work. It’s not about pay or status (although 
this is always nice), it’s about making a 
difference in our world. 

It’s also great to be in an agency that 
works the mind and challenges mainstream 
values. I don’t have to crunch numbers 
into a computer all day listening to some 
overpaid, overbearing, uninteresting 
straight white man tell me how important it 
is for me to wear a skirt to work. I don’t~ 
fear losing my job when I talk about same- 
sex attraction. I can play with condoms 
and lubrication without embarrassment. I 
can talk about sex and sexuality all day 
long and call it work! Now, really, what 
can compare with that? 

Aside from these perks, I am learning 
first hand what it’s like when an agency 
goes through organizational changes. 


AIDS Calgary has been in the midst of a re- 
structuring phase since February of 1997, 
the goal being the 
redefinition and shifting of 
programs so that clients are 
better served. A few 
people have left the agency 
and moved onto other work 
opportunities, some new 
people have been hired, 
and many have stayed on 
and reallocated themselves 
into new program areas. 

I am involved in the 


Community Outreach 
Program, formerly known as 
Prevention/Education. The new name 


reflects an attempt to reduce paperwork 
and increase direct interaction with people 
outside of the agency. As well, efforts are 
being made to build a partnership with the 
Calgary community, reach out, and address 
the needs of high-risk groups. 

Community Outreach has _ four 
components. The two in which I spend 
most of my time working are Speakers 
Network and YouthXChange. Speakers 
Network is a program where volunteers 
give presentations about HIV/AIDS to the 
general public. About three quarters of all 
presentations are in high schools and junior 
highs. “AIDS 101” is a basic how-do-you- 
get-it presentation, and “AIDS 201” is a 
personal story from a person living with 
HIV, (or, on occasion, from a person 
affected by HIV, like a surviving partner). 
It’s a valuable program for all people 
involved: the audience comes away with 
more information, and the volunteers get 
an opportunity to work on their public 
speaking skills. 

YouthXChange is geared towards 
reaching out to high-risk young people 
from 15 to 27 years of age. Three times a 
week the YouthXChange coordinator 
walks downtown Calgary streets and talks 
to youths that seem to have fallen through 
the cracks in our social structure. I join in 
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once a week, and often a volunteer comes 
along as well. We often alternate our 
location so that we 
periodically visit malls, 
group homes, and the boy’s 
stroll. We usually begin 
our approach by handing 
Olea OULMEE = LICe namie 
insurance” kits (made up of 
condoms and _ lubrication) 
which sometimes leads to 
conversations about HIV. 
Although our focus is on 
HIV/AIDS education and 
prevention, we recognize 
the many causes that increase risk of 
infection and are open to talking about any 
concerns that might arise. I have talked 
with some street youth that do not want 
social assistance, and are not interested in 
going to drop-in shelters. It is with these 
youths that I feel most helpful because it is 
quite likely that we are their only real 
support outside of life on the street. 

The third program is Men’s Project. 
The goal of this program is to provide 
HIV/AIDS community outreach to gay and 
bisexual men in Calgary, with a focus on 
high-risk populations like young 


gay/bisexual men, whose sexual activity is 
focused in such locations as_ bars, 
bathhouses and public places. The Men’s 
Project is geared towards promoting safer 
sex for the gay and bisexual community 
and for “straight” men who have sex with 
men (i.e. on the Stroll). Presently AIDS 
Calgary is building a partnership with the 
Gay & Lesbian Community Services 
Association to increase accessibility to this 
program. The Men’s Project will continue 
to put condom packs in the gay bars and 
bathhouses. 

If you’re interested in volunteering in 
any of these programs, or have questions or 
comments give us a call at AIDS Calgary, 
228-0155. As well, there are opportunities 
to volunteer in the HIV+ Support program 
area and in the Information and Training 
program area. 
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Interested in volunteering 
or want more information? Contact us! 


email: calgary-pride@gaycanada.com 
homepage: http://www.gaycanada.com/calgary-pride 


Or phone Linda at 242-0223 Fax: 217-0492 
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HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 
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work wanted 


204 
accommodations 


Country singer and guitar player for fash- 
ion shows and casual entertainment in 
return for sponsorship and outfits. Call 
Alan at 228-2883. 


203 


shared accom. 


26-year-old, professional male, looking 
for accommodations. Please call 730-8214, 
ask for Kirk. 

25, GWM, mature N/S, S/D, looking for a 
room to rent. I’ll be moving to Calgary at 
the end of the month. I’m from Halifax. 
Contact Darrell at (902) 883-1946, after 5 
pm MST. 


Bankview condo, own room, 
washer/dryer and all amenities, seeking 
employed, resp. roommate, avail. immed., 
furnished, no pets, $450/mo incl. util. 244- 
3965 evenings. 


Mature male to share 3 bedroom town- 
house, in Midnapore, lake privileges, $350. a 
month, plus 1/2 utilities. Call 201-2369. 


Wanted: professional nonsmoking M/F 
to share 3000 square foot, fully furnished 
executive condominium. SW Calgary on 
Patterson Hill. With garage, clubhouse, 
gym equipment, private bedroom and full 
bathroom, private phone line and more. 
Only 10 minutes to downtown. On transit 
route. Only $875 per month. Phone (403) 
686-6218. 


Looking for professionally employed 
roommate to share luxury executive town- 
home in lower Mount Royal. Own bedroom 
and bathroom. Available immediately. Call 
860-3053. $500/month, includes utilities, 
maid service. DD $300. Fully furnished. 


Gay male roommate wanted to share 
beautiful 4 BDRM, 2 fireplace home in SW 
Lakeview. Smoker fine but no pets. 
$500/mo incluldes utilities, cable and clean- 
ing lady. Prefer someone in either the tray- 
elling sales or airline industry. Contact Bill 
at 246-4269, 


SHARE COTTAGE FOR SUMMER 


Cozy A-frame cottage, 1 1/4 hours east 
of Calgary on treed secluded lot. Fireplace, 
sun deck, lake close by, tennis, golf & club- 
house. Available April to September. 
Would like to share for the season. (403) 
228-5517. 


11TH STREET LODGING 

Rooms and suites in downtown Calgary. 
Fully furnished and very clean. Great loca- 
tion. From $25.00 to $100.00 per night. 
Some weekly rates. VISA, M/C, Diners. 
Call John or Pete at (403) 209-0111. Please 
mention you saw our ad in Outlooks. 


305 
general sales 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


Over 1,000 gay 
male movies to buy § 
or rent! Hot new 
releases: hard to 
find classics; mail § 
order too! Visit or } 
write to: Express 
Video, #202, 11745 } 
Jasper Ave., 4 
Edmonton, Alta. 
TSKONS. Ph:403 
482-7480. 
E-mail:exec.express @ v-wave.com 


friends 


Romantic and sincere GWM, 35, 671”, 
blonde, HIV neg, interests include cre- 
ative/performing arts, seeks passionate mas- 
culine Asian/Oriental gay male top. Reply 
with photo. Reply #1116. 


Wetaskiwin area, 41 yr. old bear, 6 ft, 225 
Ibs, looking for friendship, fun, share com- 
mon interests: outdoors, theatre, movies. 
Reply #1117. 


Good-looking, 6 ft, 170 lb, masculine- 
looking, extremely well-endowed. Looking 
for an in-shape masculine male for fun 
times. Reply #1118. 


21, 6’2”, 200 lbs, cute and extroverted. 
I’m looking for another male a few years 
older than me to show me some tricks. 
Reply #1119. 


5°9”, 170 lbs, mid-thirties, looking for 
very discreet evening encounters with other 
masculine males. Reply #1120. 
I’m a 31 yr old WM, 6°1”, 220 lbs, 7”, 
shaved, definitely a bottom. I’m looking for 


EI 
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one or more well-hung males for fun times. 
Reply #1121. : 


29 years old, 5’9”, dark eyes, brown hair, 
attractive professional male, 9”, love to 
travel, seeking similar for adventures. Free 
most evenings and every other weekend for 
get-togethers. Reply #1122. 


Good looking, 5710”, 175 lbs, 8” thick, 
cut cock, love my tight denims, looking for 
similar guy, preferably 30-40, for discreet 
get-togethers. Reply #1123. 


PEN PAL WANTED 


RUSSIAN boy from Ukraine, 22 y.o., 176 
cm, 70 kg, very handsome, athletic, smooth, 
masculine, would like to meet an honest, 
sincere man for the real friendship and love. 
My address is: Vadim Ivanov, P.O, Box 
8362, Kharkov-105, 310105, Ukraine 


We're an early 30’s professional male 
couple, fairly new to Calgary. looking for 
other couples STRICTLY for friendship, 


movies, theatre, dining, sports. All replies 
answered. Reply #1092 
BANFF/CANMORE 
GWM Banff guy, 34, 5°10”, 165 Ibs, 9” 


cut, wanting to meet gay guys in Bow 
Valley for friendship and fun times. Give it 
a go! Reply #1097 


Looking for hot daytime encounter. No 
fatties or femmes. Role playing a plus! 
Reply #1057 


Amateur S&M/B&D dude looking for 
partners for short or long term scenarios. 
Photos and expectations a must. Reply 
#1081 


GWM, 40, looking for younger profes- 
sional male for fun and travel. Must be into 
outdoors and quiet times. Reply #1084. 


Norwegian stud, tall and blond, certainly 
not stupid, looking to put together a few 
special men for great group discussions. 
Sure. Clean, healthy and good looking a 
must. Send info & picture to Box #1105. 


Slim, middle-aged small town guy, visits 
Calgary weekly, seeks friend. Loves camp- 
ing in the mountains. Reply #1107. 


Attractive bisexual, 35, 5°9”, 160 Ibs, 
looking for older gay man for oral service 
on a regular basis. Reply #1108. 


Male, late 30s, clean, healthy, seeks 
heavyset, hairy bottom, male, any age over 
40 for fun times. Reply #1109. 


Very good looking masculine male, 28 
years. Looking for longterm relationship. 


Into all aspects B/D, S/M, very serious, 
must be well equipped. Reply #1110. 


Middle Eastern man, 40, sincere, fit, not into 
bars, seeks friendship and more with nice guy. 
Reply #1111. 


Daddy looking for hairy cupid stud into some 
S/M. Hobbies: skiing, swimming, horseback 
riding. Lotsa hugs & affection, Reply #1112. 


Two GWM tops seek bottoms. Us: 40s. 
You: under 30s, submissive boy toy, into oral, 
toys. Safe, casual and more. Reply #1113. 


Get a spanking from a pleasant experienced 
master who knows how to deliever ro deserving 
bottoms. Careful and discreet. Reply #1114. 
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dating services 


ALL MALE ACTION 


Meet and talk to other hot men! Call 777- 
9481 in Calgary, and 413-7144 in Edmonton for 
free trial membership. Find whatever you are 
looking for! 


601 
accommodations 


The Mountain Berry Inn 

Vacation with class at the Mountainberry 
Inn. A country hideaway overlooking the 
Shuswap Lake. 40 private acres. 6 minutes 
off the Trans-Canada highway, midway 
between Calg. and Van. Lovely cottage or 


B&B available. Group rates too! 
(250)835-8891. 


FERNIE WESTWAYS GUEST HOUSE 
202 4A Avenue, Fernie BC 


Snuggle up 
between cozy sheets 
with your beloved 
B on a chilly Spring 
night and wake up in 
the moming to the 
spectacular snow 
capped mountain 
views that will inspire the both of you. Gaze 
upon the stars as you and your partner soak 
away your cares in our outdoor hot tub or relax 
with a glass of wine in front of the fire. You and 
your loved one can enjoy our spacious 1908 
Heritage home with great hospitality and value 
for money. For that wonderful R&R the two of 
you deserve, call us at 250-423-3058. Check 


Looking for a new friend? 


our web page for Free Nights Specials. 


Diners Club http://www.westways.ab.ca 


pees eon Route. Place a classified ad in Outlooks and find the special someone who's 


looking for you... 


First 25 Words: $20.00 


arpa 25 WORDS: (PLEASE PR 


Additional 25 words or less: 

$10.00 
Entire ad in Bold: $10.00 
Headline: $10.00 
Photograph (1°x1” B&W): 

$15.00 
Border Around Ad; ~~ $15.00 
Reply Number Forwarding: 

$5,00 

50% OFF FOR FRIENDS AD: 
SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 


NAME: PAYMENT OPTIONS: (cIRCLE ONE) 3 issues; SUBTRACT 10% 
ADDRESS: rs A ae ee sie aie ares 6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
CITY: PROVINCE: CODE: ]2 issues: SUBTRACT 20% 


CARD NUMBER: 
EXPIRY DATE: 
SIGNATURE: 


ADD 7% GST; 
GRAND TOTAL: 


DAY PHONE: HOME PHONE: 


ALL PHONE NUMBERS APPEARING IN ADS MUST GE VERIFIED * SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE 
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CALGARY WESTWAYS GUEST HOUSE 


216 - 25 Ave SW, Calgary 

You will feel completely 
relaxed and at ease when stay- 
ing as a guest having your 
own room and bathroom in 
my downtown Heritage home 
with its curios and antiques. 
You will know that by staying 
at Alberta’s first and 
Calgary’s leading gay owned 
B&B that you can depend on a knowledgable host who will 
help make your visit to Calgary one to remember. For Free 
Night Specials check our web page 
http://www.westways.ab.ca. Phone Jonathon (403) 229- 
1758. Fax (403) 228-6265 


salgary, ‘¥ 
CANADA 


& Western hospitality! A beautiful 

1910 Edwardian home, located in 

prestigious Mt. Royal, with a 

ae - charming antique decor. Very 

5 comfortable rooms with Queen size ‘pillow top’ beds, fine 
@ linens, cable color TV & ‘handmade’ robes. Awake to our 
homemade’ full breakfast. Close to clubs, restaurants and 
hopping. Discover Calgary and the Foxwood for busi- 


1725 - 12 St. S.W., Calgary. 244-6693, 


Our Edwardian B&B is noted for its homey atmosphere E 
and personal friendly service, just blocks from Highway 
#1 (16th Ave NW) and central to Calgary’s nightlife. TwoB 
private rooms with private baths, and two private rooms 
with shared bath. Large decks and hot tub overlook the 
garden area. Ample parking. Web site:http://plaza.v- 
wave.com/paladin/blackore.html Phone (403) 276-2471. 
Email Ithrman@canuck.com 
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business opportunities 


Successful Eclectibles is looking for new local artwork. 
Paintings, sculptures, ironwork etc. Please call Donna at 
686-1152. 


event listings 


CALGARY 


ARGRA Dance April 18th at Victoria Park Community 
Centre, 8 pm. Next dance May 30. 


Boyztown-Metro and the Rekroom. Western Cup 
Weekend: April 9 - 12. Thursday: Apollo Meet & Greet. 
Friday: Stripper at 11:00. Saturday: Late Nite Dancing. 
Sunday: Fashion show. Drink specials all weekend! 


Devon Mills & Justine Tyme: ONE NIGHT ONLY Friday, 
April 17 at the Arena stage 12:30. $3 cover. Don’t miss out on 
Vancouver and Calgary’s best drag duo! 


Pride Calgary--Pride Week planning is under ~~ 
way! Come out and get involved. Call Linda at | 


242-0223. Pride Week will be June 13-21, 1998. |< 


CLASSIFIEDS 


RESURRECTION--FASHION / FANTASY 
April 12, 1998, at Boystown Metro. 


Benefits go to Beswick House. 


CALGARY NETWORKING CLUB 


Tuesday, April 7, starting at S pm. 
Note: venue changed to Money-Pennies 111 15th Ave. 
SW. 


Calgary Ad & Sales Association (CASA): Advertising 
agency and media industry luncheon, April 23. Special guest 
speaker: Cameron Gardner, Publisher of Marketing Magazine. 
Palliser Hotel, 11:30 am - 1:30 pm. (403) 250-4325. 


Alberta Theatre Projects presents Picasso at the Lapin Agile 
by Steve Martin, until April 18. Next, ATP presents Assassins 
by Steven Sondheim and John Weldman, April 26 - May 23. 
For ticket information call ATP box office 294-7402 or 299- 
8888. 


Expressions Art Show and Auction will be held from 8 pm 


LEATHERWORKS 


6802 OGDEN Ro. S.E. 


236-7072 


to 1 am on Saturday, April 4 at the Metropolitan Centre, 333 4th 
Avenue SW. The event will also feature a silent auction, 
catered hors d’oeuvres, and live entertainment. Ticket prices: 
$15 in advance, $20 at the door, For ticket information, call 
238-2579. 


EDMONTON, AB 


Edmonton’s 1998 Pride Awards--the Michael Phair Award 
and the Maureen Irwin Award--are for individual long term 
commitment to the GLBT community. The award is based on 
level of outness, long term commitment, breadth of commit- 
ment, personal attributes, Please forward your nominations 
with a brief history by May 1, 1998, to: The Pride 98 
Committee, c/o Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton, Suite 103, 10612 - 124 Street, Edmonton, AB, T5J 
2P2. E-mail: glcce @freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


VERNON, B.C. 


North Okanagan Gay Organization holds gay dances: April 
4, May 23, June 26, August 15, and October 31 at the Eagles 
Hall in Vernon. For further info you can call 542-4842 or 558- 
6198, or e-mail nogo @junction, net. 


DONT BE ALONE) 
BPLCK UP THE PHONE. 


P| CK UP THE PHONE 


record, | 
listen & “We 
respond 
to ads 


FREE! 


leerword answers ...see puzzle on page 17 
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DONT BE ALONE 


Simple and direct. 
Find the man you need 
by listening to hot ads. 


| CONFIDENTIAL 
CONNECTION® 


Make the right call 


SM 


Calgary 


403-216-7777 


Edmonton 


403-414-1401 


use access code: 4307 


©1998 Movo Media, Inc. 


www.confidentialconnection.com 


FROM ACCLAIMED BRITISH DIRECTOR WASH WEST (> 


From: Big Video Entertainment 

Featuring: Jim Buck, Sam Crockett, Elio 
Acostas, Solomon Powers, Sean London, Hank 
Monahan, Anthony Gallo, Kurt Stefano, Ryan Wagner 
& Tarik 

Running Time: 70 minutes 


Like every good workman’s toolbox, this one 
comes complete with a wide range of equipment in 
every shape and size from around the world. It’s truly 
a handyman’s dream come true, no matter what the job 
in hand at any time. This toolchest is a Pandora’s Box 
full of surprises in four different workmen’s vignettes. 

“Dumb As Paint” introduces Jim and Hank to an 
unusual co-workers snack break. Jim lives with his 
mama and finds his social life is curtailed. However, 


Just $2.99 per minute for certain optional features. 18+. Movo Media, Inc. takes no responsibility for personal meetings. 800-825-1598 


on the job the formaldehyde in the paint does more than 
harden the top coat. Hank uses his bnush stroke skills 
to relieve Jim’s tension, which proves he’s no mama's 
boy. 

“Mexicanic Garage” is the setting for three illegal 
immigrants to demonstrate that they know how to use 
a wrench when it comes to an oil change or lube job. 
When the garage is raided by an Immigration & 
Naturalization agent, the three amigos turn out to be 
just working stiffs providing cheap labour to the boss. 
Using their magical tools they convince the inspector to 
allow them to stay in the country to serve others. 

“Plumber’s Butt” is a classic case of how to 
unplug the sewer when someone’s flushed the wrong 
item down the toilet. Sam the plumber comes to 
Ryan’s rescue and uses his incredible snake to free up 
blockages all through the house. 


“Lumberjack 73” is a step into the past, reliving 
those disco pom movies shot on location in the 
California wilderness. Music and video are authentic 
and so is the lumberjack’s double-handed, jagged- 
edged tool. 

Each vignette proves that a toolbox is every 
handyman’s essential tote bag for the tricks of the trade. 

Review sponsored by Express Video, #202 11745 
Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, (403) 482-7480. E- 
mail:exec.express @v-wave.com 


RATING: our OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: kkk SET: kk 
BODIES: *kkwR*w = =STORY: kkk 
ACTION SCENES: k*&k** 
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Like to travel? 
Athletically 
inclined? 


Chances are by now you have been 
alerted to the fact that Gay Games V 
Amsterdam will be the cultural and athletic 
highlight of the 1998 gay calendar year. 
Perhaps you are even considering attending 
this landmark event, and may be in need of 
further guidance. 

Team Edmonton is your local source for 
information about Gay Games V. Our goals 
are to provide liaison with the Gay Games V 
organizing committee, promote the Games 
and to raise funds for assisting in providing 
Team Edmonton with a unique team identity. 
For participants and spectators attending Gay 
Games V we are providing a network service. 

If you would like more information 
about Gay Games V or Team Edmonton, a 
feel free to call our 24 hour message line, 
(403) 988-4612 or visit us at our Trade Fair 
Booth at the Edmonton Sheraton Grande 
Hotel during the Canadian GALA Choruses 
Festival 98, May 15-18. Be confident that 
information you leave with Team Edmonton 
will be used in trust only by Team Edmonton. 

Everyone is invited to attend Team 
Edmonton’s General Meeting on Saturday, 
April 25th, 4 pm, at GLCCE, Suite 103, 
10612 - 124 Street. In addition to the annual 
executive elections, we will be discussing the 
future of Team Edmonton and possible 
alternatives. It will be a meeting well worth 
attending. 

Mark your calendar now for Team 
Edmonton’s Second Annual Home & Garden 
Tour and Garden Party “98 scheduled for July 
Sth, 1998. This will be our last fund raiser 
before the Amsterdam Gay Games V and will 
also serve as the send-off to all those bound 
for Amsterdam. 


PHOTO BY DAVID COROON 


Case Discounts 


¢ Large Wine Selection ColWI 
¢ Import Beers INC 
© Premium Hard Li For people and pets with discerning tastes 
ou q elohss Home baked dog or cat biscuits 
Brands @¢, Cards/Books/Toys one, 
@ 


Unique gift items 
Personalized gift baskets 
Pet toys/ supplies/ accessories 


MAN'S BEST FRIEND iS OUR BEST FRIEND TOO: 
; BRING YOUR DOG BY AND WE'LL GIVE HIM A FREE TREAT! 


Delivery Available 
11556 Jasper Ave., Edmonton « 488-9375 


a 


1 BEAT THE GST bing is coupon aot ad and 
il WITH TH IS COU PON Not valid on sale items. 


Offer expires April 30, 1998 
=< <= = 
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by Stonewall Connection 

Attracted to Freud and in need of 
psychoanalysis? Why not check out Vienna? 
And while you’re at it, take advantage of the 
opportunity to visit Budapest and Prague. 

Before 1990, Central and Eastern Europe 
was pretty dozy, and gays and lesbians kept a 
very low profile. Official blackmail was 
sanctioned, especially when it came to 
entrapping foreign visitors. Gay and lesbian 
contact was secretive and sex furtive, 
anonymous and discreet. In Hungary, for 
example, gay activity was very clandestine, 
though surprisingly active in all-male thermo 
baths. 

All that has changed now, and Vienna, 
Budapest and Prague may well become the 
most exciting places in Europe. Home to 
Mozart, Schubert, and the whirling waltzes of 
Strauss, music is still the soul of Vienna as 
manifested in the wide range of music it 
offers, from chamber and opera to jazz and 
alternative. rock. Its Opera House and 
Staatsoper (State Opera) is one of Europe’s 
finest. 

Vienna is built around an old city with 
cobblestones, dead-end passageways, and 
confusing names; it is relatively compact in 
layout, and well-serviced by subway, bus and 
tram systems. In the center is Stephansplatz, 
with Vienna’s most famous landmark: St. 
Stephen’s Cathedral. From here it’s a short 
walk to the Hofburg (the official residence of 
the Habsburgs), the Art History Museum and 
the Staatsoper. Circling the Old City is “the 
Ring” (Ringstrasse), easily recognized by the 
tram lines and metro stations. This impressive 
boulevard, built in the mid 1800's, is 2 1/2 
miles long and is full of interesting 
architecture, countless museums, fabulous 
palaces, and a wealth of art treasures and 
antiques. All are within walking distance. 

For gay and lesbian travelers, you can 
start your Vienna visit at Rosa Lila Tip (Linke 
Wienzeile 102), the gay community center 
which has a very popular coffee shop, and 
serves as an early evening meeting place for 
both men and women that converts to an all- 
female crowd late in the evening. The number 
one gay cafe is Das Cafe Berg (Bergasse 8 at 
Wasagasse), frequented all day by a trendy 
good-looking clientele and a campy staff. The 
Cafe Savoy (Linke Wienzeile 46), is 
traditional old Austrian coffee house with 
high ceilings and a “simply fabulous” interior. 

Drinking and partying in Vienna is very 
segmented. Stiefilknecht (Wimmergasse 20) 
is a hard-core leather bar with a dark room and 
sling, and caters to the fantasy and fetish 
crowd. The Eagle is a leather, uniform and 
rubber hangout with a dress code that is not 
strictly adhered to, partially the result of its 
popular dark room. Close by is the Nightshift, 
which doesn’t get busy until after midnight. In 
all three clubs, you are buzzed in and given a 
drink card, and not allowed out until it is paid 
off. For dancing, it’s Heaven Gay Night im 


TB: A VE AL 
Central Europe comes out 


U4. The house and techno music keep the 
two dance floors busy, and the darkroom 
provides an outlet for pent-up passion. 

Vienna is the gateway to Central Europe, 
and a short three hour train ride (or four hour 
boat ride up the Danube), to Budapest. A 
stately, elegant city, Budapest has two 
sections, Buda and Pest, divided by the huge 
Danube River (called Duna in Hungarian). 
Budapest is a capital, in the grand style of 
Vienna and Prague, although it is digging 
itself out of 60 years of war and subsequent 
neglect by the Communists. Budapest has 
been, through the centuries, in the path of 
most European invasions, and was destroyed 
and conquered many times by Mongols, 
Turks, the Hapsburgs and the Russians. All of 
these foreign invaders have left their mark on 
the culture and appearance of the city. A 
fierce sense of independence is protected here 
by a unique language that none of its 
conquerors bothered to learn. 

The starting point of any visit to 
Budapest is the Duna (Danube), which is 
spanned by seven bridges, the most 
interesting of which is the Chain Bridge 
(Szecheny Lanchid). In terms of major 
attractions, most of the main shopping streets, 
the House of Parliament, the National 
Museum, Museum of Applied Arts, and 
Museum of Fine Arts , are located on the Pest 
side. On the Buda side, (the left bank) is 
Castle Hill, Fisherman’s Bastion, Matthias 
Church and the National Gallery. 
Overlooking Pest and the Duna is the old city, 
Castle Hill, which has been beautifully 
renovated and features a number of fine 
buildings. 

Gay life is still somewhat out-of-sight, 
with older gays still meeting at Budapest’s 
famous spas. However, two small bars have 
managed to stay in business: Darling (near the 
Hotel Astoria) and Mystery (near the US 
embassy) and both offer a relatively typical 
Hungarian gay experience. Angel (VII. 
Szovetseg u, 33, at the end of the alley) is the 
disco, and features two bars, drag shows and a 
large dance floor. Male prostitution is a 
problem particularly around the thermo baths 
and visitors should be warned that hustlers are 
quite willing to bash and rob potential 
customers. 

Completing the Central Europe circle is 
Prague. Fortunately, Prague was never 
destroyed during World War IL, and the entire 
city center is a museum that has remained 
seemingly untouched for centuries. Built on 
seven hills, the city resembles something from 
a fairy-tale. It boasts intricately carved 
sandstone buildings and narrow, winding 
cobblestone lanes. It has a smaller city core 
than either Vienna or Budapest and truly lends 
itself to walking tours. The Old Town Square 
is one of Europe’s most attractive, and 
features a combination of Gothic, 
Renaissance and Baroque architecture. 
Charles Bridge, now a pedestrian crossing, is 


the city’s oldest and is a disntinctive symbol 
of Prague. Dating from the 14th century, 
Prague Castle dominates the west side, along 
with the Royal Palace. 

Like Budapest, it is still relatively cheap 
to visit, although very crowded, especially in 
the summer at the peak of tourist season. For 
gay and lesbian visitors, The Rainbow Club, 
near Prague’s Old Town Square is the most 
popular cafe and bar. Rivera, is still the most 
popular gay club in Prague and is located in 


the center of the city near the National 
Theater. It offers a wine bar, dance floor and 
backroom that is frequented by the young and 
trendy crowd along with some hustlers. Tom’s 
Bar offers a Levi and western flavor along 
with a small dance floor and a 
darkroom/video area. 

Europe won’t be any cheaper than this 
summer and this region offers a unique 
combination of pleasure, entertainment and 
culture. 


melt 
July 31 to Au us 


The saloon has iceman turned into an art gallery-open for artists to exhibit 
and sell their works. Table and wall space: $15.00/exhibitor 


For more information, directions or to preregister call Jim: 
Phone: (306)295-4124 Fax: (306)295-4121 
Box 10, Ravenscrag, Saskatchewan, SON o0ToO 


SUTLEQKS April 98 


Gloaming: gloomy but great — 


In The Gloaming: An HBO/NYC 
Production; directed by Christopher 
Reeve, starring Glenn Close, Robert 
Sean Leonard, Whoopi Goldberg, 
Bridget Fonda and David Strathairn. 


review by David Crosson 

It’s April: you've paid the debt 
incurred by the December retail frenzy 
and boxercised that holiday feast fat off of 
your body. You’re strong. Strong enough 
to endure the gut-wrenching delivered by 
the feature short In The Gloaming. 

Originally produced as an HBO 
special, this film has since been released 
on video and bears the distinction of 
being the first of Christopher Reeve’s 
directorial efforts since the accident that 
left him paralyzed. 
Y In a director’s bio prior to the film, 
Reeve counts his blessings for being 
included in such a project, and states “I’m 
very lucky that out of a misfortune I’ve 
been able to move into a creative area that 
gives me a tremendous amount of 
satisfaction.” 

And what a blessing it is. In The 
Gloaming is the story of a young man 
who returns to his family home to bring 
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closure to his life in the final stages of 
AIDS. The action takes place over the 
very symbolic cycle of autumn, from 
August to November, and focuses 
primarily on the growth and re-bonding 
shared by mother and son. In the earliest 
parts of the film, Danny (played with 
touching frailty by Robert Sean Leonard) 
functions as grit in the well-oiled gears of 
his genteel New England family, dropped 
by circumstance into an environment of 
forced cheer and evasive small talk. As 
the  film—and communication— 
progresses, we see Danny and his mother 
move into a common ground of empathy 
and sharing while his father (David 
Strathhairn) retreats into awkward father- 
figure posturing and selfishness. As the 
end draws nearer, so too do mother and 
son, and latter scenes between the two are 
particularly emotional and difficult to 
watch. You'll never hear “Danny Boy” 
the same way again. 

One thing that makes In The 
Gloaming so special is the feeling of 
teamwork that is evident in the uniformly 
strong cast. 

Her unfortunate turn as Cruella de 
Vil forgiven (it played like a series of out- 


takes) Glenn Close has restored herself to 
former glory in the role of Danny’s 
mother Janet, her face a mask of middle- 
class composure and motherly grace as 
she comes to terms with the impending 
loss of her child. Whoopi Goldberg and 
Bridget Fonda are also strong in 
supporting roles as Danny’s nurse and 
sister, respectively. Reeve’s use of natural 
light and the seasonal changes in the 
surrounding landscape also proves very 
effective in supporting the action. Worthy 
of note is Dave Grusin’s score of piano, 
pipe, and drum, which contributes 
immensely to a very intense and 
emotional journey in the space of only 67 
minutes. 

Pop the popcorn, fortify the Kleenex 
reserves, and rent a comedy for 
afterwards; whatever you do, don’t pass 
up on what amounts to a very good thing 
in a small package. 


GLENN CLOSE BRIDGET FONDA. WHOOP! GOLDBERG 
ROBERT SEAN LEONARD DAVID STRATHAIRD: 
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MEET YOUR MATCH eS ea aioe 
AT THE REKROOM or money order. Or get instant 


CALGARY: 213A-I1OTH AV SW credit! Special offer for new 


members. Call for details. 
THURS APRIL 16TH 9PM START 


COME OUT, HAVE FUN, FIND ROMANCE, ADVENTURE AND... 


CASH MEMBERSHIPS EDMONTON 
Orlando Books 10640 Whyte Av 432-7633 


CASH MEMBERSHIPS CALGARY 
With The Times 2212A-4th St SW 244-8020 
With The Times 10640 Whyte Av 432-7633 


G ET T Check us out at www.cruiseline.ca 


Silently they lookes i 
passed by. I was hopelessly a 
their stylish beauty. — 
Quickly, gently, I 
brushed against 
them as they 
passed; it took no 
more thana 

second, and even 
though they had 
vanished into the 
crowd, once again Ihad 
given in. The | 
fashions of 


919 17 Ave SW 
244-1702 
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Fetching Decor 


Visit Prints Charming to offer distinctive custom 
find Alberta’s largest RI NTS framing, cards and unique 
selection of contemporary ‘Charmin gifts. Come see us at 1409- 
and fine art prints. We also & 11 St. SW or call 229-0220. 


Ron Burns “Roscoe” 


